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Palestinians, Israeli soldiers 
clash in Gaza Strip 

JCHAN YUNIS (AFP) — Palestinian youths threw 
stones at Israeli soldiers who responded by firing tear 
gas in clashes outside a Jewish settlement in the Gaza 
Strip on Wednesday. Around 200 Palestinians threw 
stones at three Israeli army jeeps driving outside the 
settlement of Ganne TaJ near the Palestinian town of 
Khan Yunis in the central Gaza Strip, witnesses said. 
The soldiers fired back with tear gas and the two sides 
traded volleys for around an hour in the sand dunes 
between the settlement and the town before the protest 
died down, the witnesses said A few Palestinians 
overcome by gas were taken to hospital but were 
quickly released, hospital sources in Khan Yunis said. 
The same location had been the site of smaller clash- 
es the previous day in which no one was injured. 
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SEOUL (AFP) — A consortium of South Korean, 
British and Italian firms has struck. oil in Libya,, with 
the discovery of a field with an estimated one billion 
barrels of crude, the state-owned Korea Petroleum 
Development Corporation (PEDCO) said Wednesday. 
The oil reservoir was discovered in drilling in Libya's 
NC 174 mining district. 750 kilometres^ south of 
Tripoli, a PEDCO spokesman said. South Korea has a 
one third stake in the consortium, with Britain’s 
Lasmo Co. and Italy's Agip Co. each holding an equal 
share. The Korean share is split up among five firms, 
including PEDCO. Hyundai and Daewoo. The dis- 
covery is believed to be the biggest ever made by a 
consortium participated by South Korean firms, 
PEDCO said. Production from the field is expected to 
begin in early 1999. 
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Saddam expels U.S. members of 

U.N. disarmament commission 


Congress approves $225m 
in aid to Kingdom for ‘98 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein decid- 
ed Wednesday to expel U.S. 
members of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq and 
barred them from the country, 
the official news agency INA 
announced. 

President Saddam stopped 
short of imposing a freeze on 
all cooperation with 
UNSCOM but die move was 
still expected to trigger a crisis 
with the UN. Security Coun- 
cil. 

Any U.S. members of the 
commission posted in Iraq 
will have a week to leave the 
country, starting from the dale 
that the UN. Security Coun- 
cil is informed of Baghdad’s 
decision. INA said. 

At the United Nations, 
Iraq’s Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoun said be had banded 
a letter to the Security Coun- 
cil boning U.S. nationals 
from the country. 

The Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council (RCC) chaired 
by President Saddam decided 
that Baghdad would "no 
longer deal with American 
nationals within UNSCOM.” 
the agency said. 

The decision would stay in 
effect “until the U.S. recon- 
siders its unjust policies and 
negative attitude toward the 
Iraqi people as well as its spy- 


ing activities and interference 
in the internal affairs of Iraq.’’ 
UNSCOM. contacted by 
Age nee France Presse, 
declined to give the number 
of Americans in Baghdad but 
an informed Western source 
said there were currently 
around six. 

The RCC also called on 
UNSCOM to halt overflights 
of Iraq by a U2 spy plane 
belonging’ to the U.S. and to 
replace it with an airplane of 
another country. 

But Iraq would "continue to 
cooperate in a constructive 
manner with UNSCOM 
while respecting the sover- 
eignty, national security and 
dignity of Iraq.” the RCC said 
in a statement quoted by INA 
Baghdad holds the U.S. 
responsible for prolonging the 
UN. sanctions which have 
been in force since its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 
The sanctions can only be 
lifted once UNSCOM certi- 
fies that it has eliminated 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction, under the cease- 
fire terms of die 1991 Gulf 
war which evicted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait. 

Iraq accuses UNSCOM, 
whose deputy chairman is 
American Charles Duelfer, of 
spying for the U.S. 

The RCC decided on the 
expulsion after reviewing a 


recommendation from the 
Iraqi parliament for a break 
with UNSCOM until the 
Security Council gives an 
assurance that the sanctions 
will soon be lifted. 

The Iraqi threat came six 
days after a Security Council 
resolution to impose new 
sanctions on Baghdad if its 
blocks the work of 
UNSCOM, after a number of 
incidents in which inspectors 
were barred from suspected 
arms sites in Iraq. 

The Security Council decid- 
ed in resolution 1 134 passed 
last Thursday to impose a 
travel ban on Iraqi officials 
who continue to block 
UNSCOM inspections. 

Mr. Hamdoun warned earli- 
er Wednesday that Iraq would 
not accept the status quo on 
sanctions and was ready to 
face up to a confrontation. 

“Iraq has no interest what- 
soever in any confrontation... 
but if confrontation is 
required by other parties and 
(he Security Council, then 
Iraq will have to face it,” he 
said. 

“1 don’t think Iraq is inter- 
ested in any further confronta- 
tion or a new wave of cruise 
missiles.” Mr. Hamdoun told 
BBC Radio, referring to past 
retaliatory attacks by the 
United States. 

“But what we can not 


UNSCOM temporarily 
suspends operations in Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The head of the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on Wednesday announced the tempo- 
rary suspension of all it’s operations in Iraq. 

UNSCOM Chairman Richard Butler male the announcement 
ai a news conference here after Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
decided to ban from Iraq U.S. nationals with the Special Com- 
mission, which is responsible for Iraqi disarmament. 

“I have decided to suspend all operations of UNSCOM in Iraq," 
Mr. Butler said, hut added that be hoped that the move would be 
temporary. He also announced (hat he was suspending a planned 
trip to Baghdad from Nov. 7 to Nov. 1 1. Mr. Butfer had been due 
to discuss Iraqi disarmament with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
TareqAziz. 


accept is this endless status of 
having no idea about when 
the sanctions will be lifted.” 

Mr. Hamdoun 's U.S. coun- 
terpart at the UN., Bill 
Richardson, warned that 
Baghdad would face “grave 
consequences from ~ (be 
international community 5 ’ if it 
went ahead with a freeze in 
cooperation with UNSCOM. 

“Again Iraq continues to 
threaten and show patterns of 
violating even the latest Secu- 
rity Council resolutions,” Mr. 
Richardson said. 

Russia and France, which 
have taken a milder stand 
together Iraq and both 
abstained from voting on res- 
olution 1134, warned Tues- 
day that Iraq would pay a 
heavy price for any break 


with UNSCOM. 

Paris made the “strongest 
representations” to Iraqi 
authorities to warn of “the 
risks involved in ending coop- 
eration.” which Moscow said 
was “the only certain and 
realistic way of ensuring 
sanctions against Iraq are lift- 
ed." 

A UNSCOM official in 
Baghdad, Alan Dacey, said 
before the RCC decision that 
the commission’s Chairman 
Richard Butler, an Australian, 
was to hold talks with Iraqi 
officials on a visit from Nov. 
7-11. 

It was unclear if the visit 
would go ahead. 


By Caroline Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The U.S. Sen- 
ate and House of Representa- 
tives Appropriation Commit- 
tees have approved a sum of 
$225 million in aid to Jordan 
to be included in the 1998 fis- 
cal budget, Jordan’s Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. Marwan 
Muasher announced 

Wednesday. 

Dr. Muasher said in a tele- 
phone interview with the Jor- 
dan Tunes and Ai Ra'i that 
die two committees decided 
that $150 million of the 
amount will be disbursed in 
the form of economic aid and 
$75 milli on in military assis- 
tance to the Kingdom. 

The U.S. administration 
had submitted to the two 
Houses of Congress a pro- 
posal for allocating $175 mil- 
lion in aid to Jordan of which 
$100 million to be deducted 
from American aid to Egypt 


and Israel equally. This was 
approved last June as part of 
the “Peace and Stability 
Fund’’ while $75 million will 
be considered as the normal 
U.S. economic and military 
aid to Jordan. 

Dr. Muasher said that the 
Congress’ decision is still to 
be approved by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton before it can 
be implemented though this 
is a normal routine procedure 
now that the Congress’ 
approval was secured. 

Describing the Congress’ 
approval as a very significant 
development. Dr. Muasher 
said that the favourable deci- 
sion crowned the efforts of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son and it is a show of appre- 
ciation of Jordan’s policies 
reflecting the Kingdom’s 
credibility and the respect it 
enjoys in the U.S. 

Dr. Muasher expressed 
hope that the Congress’ deci- 


sion will become an annual 
practice in the same manner 
in which the UJ5. earmarks 
its annual ted to Egypt and 
Israel from its fiscal budget 

In a statement after passing 
the decision Sonny Callahan, 
chairman of the Senate’s For- 
eign Appropriations Com- 
mittee, lauded Jordan’s poli- 
cies stressing the need for 
continued U.S. economic and 
political backing for the 
Kingdom to enable it to pur- 
sue its distinguished role in 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Normally the U.S. adminis- 
tration proposes higher aid 
allocations than the amounts 
approved by Congress. This 
decision which approved an 
additional $50 milli on to the 
amounts requested by the 
U.S. administration is consid- 
ered a remarkable develop- 
ment and a clear manifesta- 
tion of the Congress' support 
for Jordan. 


Crown Prince inspects northern 
water development projects 
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Primakov off to Egypt after concluding 
talks on peace process, bilateral relations 


AMMAN (Petra.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan on 
Wednesday conducted a 
field trip to inspect a num- 
ber of water development 
projects in the northern 
region. 

While visiting the King 
Abdullah Canal develop- 
ment and maintenance pro- 
ject, the Prince stressed the 
importance of water project 
development to maximise 
water resource benefits and 


the extension of adequate 
water services to the peo- 
ple. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that the King Abdullah 
water project's importance 
lies in its capacity to pump 
water, through modem 
technology, to more than 
15,000 farmers distributed 
over 3,000 agricultural 
units in the Jordan Valley. 

Funded by the European 
Union and Germany, and 


costing JD 12-million, work 
on the project initiated by 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation will reach com- 
pletion within the next two 
months. 

Meanwhile, Prince Has- 
san paid a visit to several 
formations and units of the 
12th Royal Mechanised 
Division, where the Prince 
was briefed on the activities 
and duties of the division. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov on Wednesday left 
for Cairo after concluding a 
working visit to Jordan in the 
course of his tour which so 
far took him to Syria, Israel 
and the Palestine self-rule 
areas. 

During his visit to Jordan, 
Me Primakov was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
held talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Sal am Majali and 



Foreign Minister Fayez 
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Tarawneh covering bilateral 


issues and the latest develop- 


ments in the Middle East 


peace process. 


Dr. Tarawneh and other 


officials were at the airport to 

rf-i’ 

bid Mr. Primakov farewell 

ti 

upon his departure. 
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joint ventures were among 
the main topics discussed by 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Primakov on Tuesday 
evening in Amman. 

Prince Hassan also dis- 
cussed with the Russian min- 
ister efforts intended to put 
the peace process back on 
track, transcending the pre- 


sent obstacles in the path of 
the peace process and the 
need for exerting efforts to 
push it forward leading to the 
establishment of a just and 
comprehensive peace that 
can guarantee the rights of all 
parties. 

Mr. Primakov was guest of 
honour ai a dinner hosted by 
Prince Hassan and attended 
by Dr. Majali, Royal Courr 
Chief Awn Kbasawneh, Sen- 
ate Speaker Zeid Rifai, Dr. 
Tarawneh, Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Supply Hani 
Mulki and Jordan’s ambas- 
sador to Russia, Khaldoun AI 
Zaher. as well as the Russian 
delegation. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
S amir Mutawi Wednesday 
denied reports claiming that 
Mr. Primakov has conveyed 
to the Jordanian leaders that 
the Israeli military establish- 
ment was exercising pressure 
on the government to autho- 
rise a new attack against 
Hizbollah in southern 
Lebanon. 

Dr. Mutawi, who is also the 
official Jordanian spokesper- 
son, said no spokesman and 
□o Jordanian official has 
made such a statement. 

But he noted thar the Jor- 



Israel identifies 5th bomber 
from recent suicide attacks 


Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa (right) welcomes his Russian counterpart 
Yevgeny Primakov upon his arrival at Cairo Wednesday for a 24-hour visit as he 
continues his week-long tour to reassert Moscow's role as a Middle East peace 
broker (AFP photo) 

danian and Russian sides deteriorating security situa- raids on Lebanese positions 

have, through their talks, lion in southern Lebanon and over the stalled peace 

expressed concern over the resulting from Israel’s air process. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
security officials have iden- 
tified the last of five suicide 
bombers who conducted 
two attacks in Jerusalem in 
July and September, killing 
21 Israelis, Israel Radio 
said Wednesday. 

Israel’s internal intelli- 
gence service. Shin Bet, 
named the fifth bomber as 
Khalil Ibrahim Sheriff, a 
Hamas member from the 
West Bank town of Nablus, 
the radio said. 

Sharif, a student at Bir 
Zeit University near Ramal- 
lah, had been in hiding 
since May 1996, when he 
was accused by Israel of 
involvement in the shooting 
death of a Jewish religious 
student near the West Bank 
settlement of Beit EL the 
radio said. 

Palestinian police in the 
self-rule town of Nablus 
assisted Israeli officials in 
the investigation by sum- 
moning Sharif's father to 
hospital to give blood for 


Israel to compare with 
genetic tests from the 
bomber’s remains, said 
Sharif’s uncle. 

Israeli security officials 
using genetic testing had 
identified in late September 
the four other bombers in 
the attacks as Palestinians 
from Asira Shamaliya, a 
village just outside Nablus. 

ShariTs father was again 
summoned by the Palestin- 
ian police on Tuesday and 
informed that his son had 
been identified as the fifth 
bomber, said the uncle, 
Fathi Sharif. 

“But they haven't shown 
us any proof that Khalil 
committed the bombing. If 
their claim is true, they 
must give us his body,” he 
told Agence France Presse. 

Relatives of the other four 
identified bombers, who 
live in an area under Israeli 
security control, have 
raised an appeal to the 
Israeli supreme court to 
stop the demolition of their 


homes by the army. 

Hamas claimed responsi- 
bility for the two suicide 
bombing. 

Afterwards Israel 

demanded that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) crack down on 
Islamists and uproot Hamas 
from areas under its con- 
trol. 

The PNA resisted the 
pressure until it was proven 
the bombers came from the 
West Bank and not from 
abroad as Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu had insisted. 
His security forces have 
since arrested 80 Hamas 
members and closed down 
16 Hamas-run institutions. 

But Mr. Netanyahu 
accused the Palestinians 
this week of slacking off in 
the crackdown against mili- 
tants. saying the PNA must 
launch a serious offensive 
before there can be any 
progress in the peace 
process. 
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Karak unpredictable despite dominating tribal affiliations 


By GhafiaAlud 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the Nov. 4 
elections race heats up, the sit- 
uation in the southern district 
of Karak remains unpre- 
dictable, despite the tribal 
affiliations that dominate the 
political arena there. 

Observers still believe that 
candidates from three major 
tribes thar nominated one 
contestant each, are the clear 


front-runners for the seven 
Muslim and two Christian 
seats allocated to the southern 
district of 99,146 registered 
voters. 

Khaled Tarawneh of the 
6^00-vote-strong Tarawneh 
tribe, Ayed Adafleh of the 
6 , 000 - vote-strong Gbassass- 
neh tribe, and Riyad Sarairah 
of the 4 . 000 -vote-strong 
Sarairah tribe, are the only 
candidates of their respective 
tribes, making their chances 
stronger than candidates from 
other major tribes that have 
nominated more than one 
candidate each, threatening to 
split their vote banks. 

Karak which has 49 candi- 
dates competing, is one of the 


country's over-represented 
districts of the Kingdom, with 
roughly one seat per every 
10,000 voters, compared to 
Amman, with about 20,000 
voters per seat 

The Majali clan, one of the 
most influential tribes in 
Karak, foiled to agree on a 
single candidate and four of 
its members are running. 
Those are: Abdul Hadi 

Majali, Amjad Majali, Majed 
Majali and Rakan Majali. 

Abdul Hadi Majali, the Sec- 
retary General of the National 
Constitutional Party (NCP), 
and Amjad Majali, a former 
ambassador, are ripped by 
observers to capture two of 
the seats allocated to Karak, 


because they managed to gar- 
ner voces from across the trib- 
al and political boundaries. 

Abdul Hadi Majali, who 
won 3,871 votes in the 1993 
elections is considered by 
many as a favourite by virtue 
of his experience in different 
public posts and in the politi- 
cal arena. 

“Many other candidates are 
also counting on their person- 
al reputation to gather votes 
from beyond their own clans,” 
a Karak observer told the Jor- 
dan Times Wednesday. 

The observer added that 
“tribal affiliations are known 
factors in this game, but there 
are also many other variables 
such as promises made to 


candidates to elect them 
which will only be clear on 
the day of the elections.” 

Other strong candidates 
tipped by the observers are 
Ahmad Abu Aide. Moham- 
mad Amr, Jamil Hshoush, 
Dhwayye’ Mahadeen and 
Mousa Ma’aytah. 

Because of the large num- 
ber of candidates, observers 
did not rule out the possibility 
that some of those considered 
to be weak candidates could 
still won on election day. 

Analysis differed on the 
chances of Riyad Hroub, the 
publisher of Arab AI Yom 
daily newspaper and founder 
of foe popular Shihan weekly 
tabloid. Some say that Dr. 


Hroub, has built a solid repu- 
tation through his weekly and 
stands a good chance in the 
elections. 

Others, however, say that 
his chances are not as great as 
other candidates with strong 
tribal support. 

As for the two Christian 
seals allocated to the southern 
district, observers favour 
incumbent Nazib Ammarin, 
who won with 1,073 votes in 
tiie 1993 elections. 

They also ripped former 
deputy in the 11th parliament 
(1989-1993) Abdullah 
Zunrikat and Makram Qsous 
as runners-up res' the second 
seat, provided that all the 
other three candidates from 


the Hijazeen tribe continued 
the race. 

The two women running for 
the southern district, Hafitha 
Ma’aytah and Siham 
Bayaidah are not expected to 
win, but their mere Domina- 
tion is seen by women 
activists in the Kingdom as an 
achievement on its own. 

Pledges by Karak candi- 
dates are not different from 
other parts of the country. 
They include fighting against 
poverty and unemployment, 
more seats for students at 
universities, lifting the UN 
blockade on Iraq, protecting 
women's rights and fighting 
corruption and favouritism. 

According to one observer. 


people there “are (be most 
enthusiastic voters compared 
to the rest of the Kingdom’s 
constituencies." 

“Because of the tribal dom- 
ination in this district, people 
are rushing to get their voting 
cards in support of their can- 
didates,” Eid Abu Qudairi told 
the Jordan Times Wednesday. 

He said that 90 per cent of 
the voting cards in Karak have 
already been distributed. 

AI Ra’i correspondent 
Mohammad Khawaldeh con- 
tributed to this story. 






2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 30-31, 1997 



Lebanon’s interior minister sees 
‘hand of Israel’ in Beirut bombings 

Top-level meeting convened to discuss incident 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Interior Minister 
Michei Murr accused Israel 
Wednesday of being behind 
two bomb attacks in Beirut 
in the past 24 bouts. 

Interior Minister Muit told 
reporters here that the “hand 
of Israel is visible" in the 
attacks and that there exists 
in Lebanon “a network of 
Israeli agents charged with 
carrying out destabilising 
actions.” 

He said security measures 
in Beirut will be increased 
“even if that means a certain 
inconvenience for residents,” 
adding that security forces in 
the capital would be “quin- 
tupled." 

Mr. Murr convened an 
urgent top-level meeting on 
Wednesday of Lebanon’s 
Central Security CounciL 
comprising senior army, 
police and intelligence offi- 
cials, to coordinate efforts to 
track down the authors of 
Tuesday's unclaimed blasts 
at the American University 
of Beirut (AUB) and a cen- 
tral bus station. 


Meanwhile. Attorney Gen- 
eral Adrian Addoum warned 
that those behind the bomb- 
ings, which caused damage 
but no casualties, would 
soon be caught and “severe- 
ly punished." 

An explosion ripped 
through Beirut’s main 
Charles Heliou bus station 
on Tuesday evening, spark- 
ing panic among scores of 
passengers and staff in the 
building. 

The attack followed a blast 
in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning at AL1B — the first 
attack on a foreign institu- 
tion here for at least four 
years. 

The AUB president insist- 
ed Wednesday he would not 
cancel plans to live in the 
Lebanese capital despite the 
bomb attack on the campus. 

John Waterbury, an Ameri- 
can. said after talks with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri that the 
unclaimed attack on AUB in 
the early hours of Tuesday 
morning “will not make me 
change my plans.” 


Police said unidentified 
attackers riding a motorcy- 
cle hurled an explosive 
device on to the AUB cam- 
pus, and thar it detonated 
between two buildings hous- 
ing teachers and their fami- 
lies. 

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the attacks, 
and police have been unable 
to establish whether the inci- 
dents are linked. 

The question of who bene- 
fited from the attacks domi- 
nated several Lebanese 
newspapers Wednesday, 
with anti-U.S. sentiment and 
efforts to destabilise 
Lebanon's economic recov- 
ery among the wide range of 
motives given credence. 

The A1 Safir daily said the 
attack against the AUB had 
caused “definite unease” in 
Washington. 

The explosion occurred 
several hours after a recep- 
tion at the university at 
which Mr. Waterbury, who 
lives in the U.5.. announced 
he would soon be taking up 
residence in Beirut. 


His visit to Lebanon came 
just three months after U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright announced the lift- 
ing of a 12-vear ban on U.S. 
citizens travelling to 
Lebanon. The Stale Depart- 
ment has said it continues to 
consider the country “dan- 
gerous” for Americans. 

No AUB president has 
served his terra in Lebanon 
since the assassination on 
campus of President Mal- 
colm Kerr in 1984. The trav- 
el ban was imposed the fol- 
lowing year after the hijack- 
ing of a TWA airliner to 
BeirnL 

A1 Nahar daily said that 
“no nationalist or Islamic 
organisation, nor Syria, has 
any interest of any kind” in 
an attack on the American 
University. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
been linked by a friendship 
accord since the end of the 
civil war. Damascus main- 
tains 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon and dominates 
political affairs in the coun- 
try. 


Levy will head to Washington 
but mandate unclear — reports 


Israel arrests 
PLC member 
for driving 
stolen car 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police have 
arrested a member of the 
Palestinian Legislative Coun- 
cil (PLC) for driving a car 
which had been stolen in 
Israel police said Wednesday. 

Police stopped Mussa Abu 
Sabha, 44, Tuesday night as 
he drove in a Mercedes 
through the Erez Crossing on 
his way from Israel into the 
Gaza Strip, on suspicion that 
he was trying to smuggle the 
vehicle into Gaza, police said. 

“In checking, the police dis- 
covered the car had been 
stolen on Monday from 
Jerusalem,” a police spokes- 
woman said. “The suspect 
was arrested and taken for 
questioning.” 

Mr. Sabha. a council repre- 
sentative from the West Bank 
town of Hebron who bolds 
special VIP status allowing 
him to travel inside Israel, 
was transferred to Jerusalem 
on Wednesday for investiga- 
tion. police said. 

A spokesman for the coun- 
cil said he had no knowledge 
of PLC member Sabha’s 
arrest 

An Israeli official in a secu- 
rity liaison with the Palestini- 
ans in Gaza said the Palestin- 
ian National Authority had 
made no complaint in the 
matter. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy will leave late 
this week or early next week 
for high-level talks in Washing- 
ton with US. and Palestinian 
officials. Israeli radio reported 
Wednesday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu discussed the 

stalled peace process for more 
than six hours with his senior 
ministers Wednesday but 

announced no timetable for 
Ml Levy to hold die Washing- 
ton talks, winch should have 
begun this week. 

A communique issued fol- 
lowing the meeting of Ml 
N etanyahu’s inner security 
cabinet said the ministers had 
agreed to “advance” lower- 


level negotiations on issues left 
over from interim peace 
accords. 

These concerned foe opening 
of a Palestinian airport seaport 
and industrial zone in the Gara 
Strip and the establishment of 
“safe passage” corridors 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. It also said Israel 
would “continue its efforts” to 
launch ne gotiati ons on a final 
peace settlement with die 

P alestinians “anti the necessit y 

conditions for doing so.” 

“In keeping with this princi- 
ple, Israel will discuss those 
issues which the rides had 
agreed to deal with at die 
[Washington] meeting.” the 
statement said. This was an 
indirect reference to die two 


central issues which Israel bad 
agreed to discuss when Ml 
Levy. US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and Pales- 
tinian National Authority nego- 
tiator Mahmoud Abbas met 
last month in New York — set- 
tlement building in occupied 
territories and overdue troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

The communique gave no 
timetable for a new round of 
talks between Ml Levy, Ms. 
Albright and Ml Abbas. 

But foreign ministry officials 
told Israel public and army 
radios that Ml Levy had decid- 
ed “in principle” to head to 
Washington late this week or 
early next week for the meet- 
ing. 


Support Team in Jordan 
(CST), followed by hands-on 
training on how to research 
and develop culturally sensi- 
tive and country-tailoured 
radio programmes on subjects 
related to the role of youth in 
population and development 
trends. These programmes 
will be researched, developed, 
produced and broadcast in 
collaboration with United 
Nations Radio as exchange 
programmes among partici- 
pating broadcast organisations 
in the Arab region. 


U.N. to hold workshop for radio programming 
on youth, population and development 


AMMAN (UNIS) — The 
Ltnited Nations Department of 
Public Information (DPI) and 
the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) are organising 
a four-day regional workshop 
on Radio Programming for 
Youth. Population and Devel- 
opment from Nov. 3 to 6 at 
Amman's Amra Hotel. 

Held under the patronage of 
Minister of Information Samir 
Mutawi the workshop aims to 
raise awareness among the 
public of the reproductive and 
sexual health of young people. 
It seeks to initiate and main- 


tain an information campaign 
targeting young people in 
Arab countries through the 
medium of radio. 

The short-term objective of 
the workshop is to strengthen 
and develop a regional and 
national capacity for the dis- 
semination of information on 
youth, population and devel- 
opment issues through the 
training of a core of young 
broadcasters from the region. 

Participants will take part in 
a substantive briefing on pop- 
ulation issues presented by 
experts in UNFPA's Country 



Palestinian journalist Khaled Amayreh describes the torture inflicted in Palestinian jails during an Interview fol- 
lowing his release from a two-day detention by Palestinian security forces in Hebron on Wednesday I Reuters photo) 


Palestinian journalist says he was 
harassed in Palestinian authority jail 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A Palestinian jour- 
nalist said on Wednesday 
that Palestinian Preventive 
Security (PPS) forces tried 
to bully him into “complete 
psychological surrender” 
during a two-day detention 
over his report on torture in 
Palestinian prisons. 

Khaled Amayreh. 

released from a Jericho jail 
on Tuesday, said West Bank 
PPS chief Jibril Rajoub had 
threatened to have him shot 
dead — a charge that Col. 

Rajoub vehemently denied. 

Hebron-based Amayreh. 

41, said it was the second 
time in seven months he 
had been harassed by PPS 
forces for his work. 

“Mr. Rajoub launched a 
very vociferous tirade 


against me.” Mr. Amayreh 
told Reuters. “Saying I was 
a Jordanian collaborator, an 
Israeli collaborator, insane, 
a scoundrel, all sorts of 
things. 

“He said also he would 
order people to shoot me 
dead.” 

Asked to respond to the 
charges. Col. Rajoub. top 
Palestinian security official 
in the West Bank, called 
Mr. Amayreh an “abject 
liar” with “psychological 
problems.” 

“He was interrogated 
because he published a 
story against some of our 
officers. The story was 
denied by the people who 
were named by him,” Col. 
Rajoub told Reuters. 

“T think we had a right to 


interrogate him and I think 
we had the right to send 
him to court.” Col. Rajoub 
said. 

Mr. Amayreh ’s arrest was 
protested by human rights 
activists as a violation of a 
1995 Palestinian Press Law. 

He said he was held in 
solitary confinement and 
barred from contacting his 
family or a lawyer. “They 
wanted to actually bully me 
into just complete psycho- 
logical surrender.” he said. 

Mr. Amayreh is an inde- 
pendent Islamist journalist 
who writes in English for 
the Middle East Interna- 
tional Journal. Saudi Ara- 
bia's Arab News and the 
Kuwaiti News Agency and 
in Arabic for various 
regional newspapers. 


He was arrested after the 
publication of an article in 
the Israeli -Arab Islamist 
newspaper. Saut AI Haq 
W'al Huriya. on the tenure 
of Hamas activists by the 
Palestine National Authori- 
ty ( PNA >. 

Palestinian security 

forces, under pressure from 
Israel and the United States, 
arrested Hamas activists 
following suicide attacks 
that killed 24 Israelis 
between March and Sep- 
tember. 

Palestinian and interna- 
tional human rights organi- 
sations have repeatedly crit- 
icised the PNA for human 
rights violations and unlaw- 
ful detentions. 


Iraqi Kurd militia says Turks used napalm 


ISTANBUL (R) — A Kur- 
dish faction said Turkish 
warplanes had used cluster 
bombs and napalm to arrack 
its positions in northern Iraq, 
in the third air raid in a 
week. 

The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) said in a 
statement foxed to Reuters 
on Wednesday that two 
Turkish jets used the anti- 
personnel weapons in an 
attack at 4: 15 p.m. local time 
on Tuesday near the town of 
Shaqlawa, east of the region- 
al capital Erbil. 

’The use of such lethal 
weapons marks a serious 
escalation in Turkey’s 
aggression against the peo- 
ple of Iraqi Kurdistan,” the 
PUK said 

The report comes amid a 
general breakdown of last 
week's ceasefire between the 


PUK and the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). 
now closely aligned with 
Turkey. 

An official at Turkish mili- 
tary headquarters said he had 
no information on any such 
attac ks. 

No other officials were 
available to comment on the 
claim, which coincided with 
a public holiday for the 74th 
anniversary of modem 
Turkey's foundation. 

Turkey has previously said 
it only launched aerial 
attacks on a Turkish Kurd 
group, the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which 
has bases in northern Iraq. 
Ankara says the PKK 
receives help from Jalal Tal- 
abani's PUK 

The PUK says Turkey's 
attacks are designed to pro- 
vide tactical support to the 


KDP. The two militias have 
effectively divided northern 
Iraq into competing zones, 
their rivalry marked by peri- 
odic clashes. 

‘Turkish attacks have 
already claimed the lives of 
scores of civilians and have 
displaced thousands of vil- 
lagers from the communities 
they rebuilt after the Gulf 
war with the help of the 
international community,” 
the PUK said. 

Northern Iraq has been 
under Kurdish control since 
Iraq’s defeat in the 1991 
Gulf war. A Western air 
force based in Turkey patrols 
the skies over northern Iraq 
to prevent any attack on the 
Kurds by Baghdad. 

Clashes between the two 
Iraqi Kurd groups broke out 
earlier this month after a 
year of Western-broke red 


peace. A ceasefire declared 
1 1 days ago was destroyed 
by fresh hostilities. 

On Tuesday, Massoud 
Barzani’s KDP accused its 
rival of launching the hugest 
of a series of offensives in 
the latest fighting, hitting an 
area to the north of the town 
of Degala. 

The United States. Britain 
and Turkey, sponsors of an 
Iraqi Kurd peace process, 
have backed a KDP demand 
for Talabani’s forces to with- 
draw to a ceasefire line 
agreed a year ago. 

The PUK has demanded a 
decision on the status of 
Erbil. taken from it last year 
by Mr. Barzani’s KDP with 
the help of Baghdad's 
troops, and a more equitable 
distribution of funds from a 
lucrative oil trade run by Mr. 
Barzani and Turkey. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10..._New Kids on the Block 

14:30 My Little Fairy Tale 

15:00 America’s Funniest People 

15 JO He Shoots He Scores 

16:00 1 Love Lucy 

16 JOThe Boy From Andromeda 

17:00 Rench Programmes 

ISfcOO News in French 

19:15 .French Progammes 

19J0 — News Headlines 

19J5 _ — .Trivial Pursiut 

2(k00 .Parenthood 

2030 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 -Oprah Winfrey Show 

22hX) News in English 

22:30 — Feature Film 

23:59 End of TJC. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:28 J=ajr 

05:46 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:19 .. Dhuhr 

14:25 ‘Asr 

16:53 Maghreb 

J8:IL ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swifiefa. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
; Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical I /val Church 

in. Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Unstable weather conditions 
will continue to prevail with 
skies cloudy to partly cloudv. 
It will be dusty and thunder 
rains are expected particularly 
in the eastern regions. Winds 
will be southeasterly moderate 
to active becoming westerly 
moderate in the evening. In 


Aqaba, it will be dusty, skies 
partly cloudy, and winds 
northerly moderate to active. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba -20/32 

Deserts. 16/29 

Jordan Valley -21/31 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 35 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 34 per 
cent, Aqaba 24 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dl AdnanAJAshhab —602507 
Dr. Ayman Al Muhtasfl) 875748 

Dl Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dc AbbasAlHakim — 885446 

FIras pharmacy -661912 

Ferdows pharmacy . — 778336 
Al Asema pharmacy. — 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 
AI Salam pharmacy ....636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy ...637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

De MazeiAbuBakir — 276852 

AI Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn Ya'coub AI Khatfb 991772 
Khahfeh pharmacy — 9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Dsffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints —.7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority .-680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen AEa IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalkh Maternity, ..64428 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity, ..,642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmesani Hospital ....669131 
University Hospital . — 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Idamic, Abdali 666126/37 

ALAhIL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Mnhajreen 

.777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, .7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Araal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -.865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

.. _ -(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
AJ Hltona Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

m 275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ; informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (527001 or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09d)0 Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 -Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10=05 - Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

lfcOS Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:05 Colombo. Dubai (RJj 

14:45 .» New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 -—...London (RJ) 

18:05 — -Kuwait (RJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

18:55 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 


19d»5 ..Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 

21:10 — .Moscow (RJ) 

22£0 Athens (RJi 

Other Flights 

13:15 -Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Shariqah(AH) 

15:00 — Doha iQR) 

15:20 Muscat, Doha (GF) 

IfcOO Dubai (HC) 

16 JO -..Rome ( AZl 

20:00V. — -.Tel Aviv (MS') 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 — -Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 — London. Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Laranca(CY) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 — . Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA ) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 — Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW; 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

1030 ...Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 
11:30 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

11:30 ..... — -Tunis ("RJ) 

Di30 Moscow (RJ) 

12:05 ...Kuwait (RJ) 


12:10 


12:15 


12:20 


19:35 


20:10 


2030 

IpfiH.nh (RTl 

23:00. 


23:59 


Other Flights 

00:35 


03:00 


06:40 

Beirut. London (BA) 

08:00 . 


11:20. 


14:45 


15:00 . 


15:55 

-....Doha (QR) 

16:20 

...Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

17:00 

. — Muscat. Dubai <EK) 

17:30 


21:20 

— -...Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 


Royai Winy 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

06:45 Amman {Marka Airpm) 0W 

08:15 


09 JO 

.....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

16:45 

Amman (Marka Airport) 

iRWj 


17:55 

Tel Aviv (RW) 1 

20:30. 

.... Amman (QAIA) (RW ) 

21:50., 

Aqaba (RW) 
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Jail** durinu ;m s nl 


i he Wtis 

ithority jai] 


He> ■ Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday plants trees with two young Canadians at the 
And man National Park. The tree-planting ceremony is an annual event (Petra photo) 

Queen participates in 
Canadian tree planting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor joined 
Canadian Ambassador 
Michael Molloy and mem- 
bas of the Canadian com- 
munity at the annual Cana- 
dlian tree-planting ceremony 
ai the Amm an National 


Ftak. according to a press 
release Wednesday. 

.The Municipality of 
Clearer Amman has set 
aj&ide a section in the 


National Park for Canada to 
plant pine trees. The Cana- 
dian embassy has imported 
Canadian maples that can 
adapt to Jordan's climate 
and will plant them next 
year in die Internationa] 
Forest near the Amman 
National Park, the state- 
ment continued. 

After the tree-planting cer- 
emony, Mr. Molloy thanked 
Queen Noor for the “interest 


you have shown in this gath- 
ering over the years... 
< which) we take as yet 
another example of the lead- 
ership you have demonstrat- 
ed in the greening of Jordan 
and the protection of this 
country’s unique environ- 
ment for so many years” 
according to the statement. 

Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi attended the 
ceremony. 


Canadian ambassador highlights 
responsibilities of Canadians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — After the 
iinnual tree-planting ceremo- 
ny with Queen Noor ( see sep- 
arate stoiy), Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
'Michael Molloy spoke on the 
responsibilities and duties of 
Canadian citizenship. 

“A couple of weeks ago, 
the re was an unfortunate inci- 
dent here in Jordan in which 
our good name and our repu- 
tation was threatened. 
Thanks to the exceptionally 
close cooperation between 


our two countries, this inci- 
dent was resolved in a posi- 
tive way.” according to Ml 
M olloy. 

“The government of Cana- 
da has ensured that the mis- 
use of our documents will not 
happen again," he continued. 

“The reputation Canadians 
enjoy in Jordan and around 
the world did not just happen. 
An important parr of that rep- 
utation comes from the way 
thousands upon thousands of 
Canadians have behaved over 


the decades when they have 
travelled and lived abroad,” 
be said. 

He urged Canadians living 
in Jordan “to live up to that 
reputation in our dealings 
with our hosts, in the care we 
show for Jordan’s environ- 
ment, and in the respect we 
demonstrate for this country 
and its people and tbe contri- 
bution we make to Jordan’s 
development” 


Court rejects Faisal’s case contesting 
dissolution of 12th Parliament 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AIRMAN — The Higher 
Court of Justice Wednesday 
rejijeted a case filed by for- 
mer deputy Toujan Faisal 
contesting the dissolution of 
Parliament, on grounds it has 
oo jurisdiction to rule on the 
case. 

Ms. Faisal was contesting a 
Royal Decree issued in 
August dissolving the I2th 
Par liament on the grounds 
that it is unconstitutional to 
dismiss two consecutive Par- 
tiainents for die same reason, 
and filed a lawsuit against 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali and Minister of Interi- 
or Nathir Rashid. 

The five judges of the 
Higher Court, in a three-page 
ruEng. stated that the “Royal 
act of dissolving Parliament 
was an act of sovereignly that 
does not fall under within our 


The court, more an admin- 
istrative tribunal than a con- 
stitutional court, said the dis- 
solution of Parliament was a 
political action and not an 
administrative one, and was 
“linked to the authority of 
r uling and was therefore out 
of the jurisdiction of the 
court” 

His Majesty King Hussein 
issued a Royal Decree in 
August dissolving Parliament 
as of Sept 1. hr accordance 
with Paragraph 3 of Article 
34 of the Constitution. 

Parliament went into in 
recess after a Royal Decree 
issued on March 19 ended its 
regular session, despite an 
attempt by the opposition in 
May to call for an extraordi- 
nary summer session to dis- 
cuss amendments to the Press 
and Publication Law and two 
other laws. 

The court was presided 
over by Judge Farouq Kilani 
and included Judges Farab 


Rabadi, Hisham Elian. 
Mohammad Alawneh. and 
Nathem Aref. 

“1 am satisfied with the ver- 
dict because it was justified 
by the court and was based 
on and supported by constitu- 
tional Jaw,” said Attorney 
Hani Dahleh. who was repre- 
senting Ms. Faisal. 

Ms. Faisal, who was the 
only female deputy in the 80- 
seat 12th Parliament, is run- 
ning for a second term. She is 
competing in the Amman 
Third District for the Circass- 
ian seat 

She is known for her strong 
opposition to the govern- 
ment, and has recently 
alleged that there have been 
many irregularities in the 
issuance and distribution of 
voting cards and has called 
for the immediate dismissal 
of the current government of 
Dl Majali. 


! CONCERTS 

i * Musical performance by the Hannover Boys 
Choir and the orchestra of the National Music 
jConservatoiy at die Royal Cultural Centre on 
[Thursday at 8:00 pun. (there will be another per- 
formance at Ai Hussein Ben Tala! Auditorium, 
lUraversity of Jordan on Saturday Nov. 1 at 1 IKK) 
amj 

I * Musical performance by Freddy for Music at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on Friday at 6:00 pjn. 

FILMS 

: * “Los Gozos y Las Sombras” (pts 11. 12.13) ar 

1 Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman ou Thursday at 
1 5:00 pjn. 

* “The Accidental Tourist” at the American 
Centre, Abdoun on Thursday at 5:00 pjn. 

* Film featuri ng the life and works of French 
Mrtist Hairy Matisse (with commentary in Arabic 
Iiy Dr. Mazen Asfour) ar Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh on Thursday ai 600 p.m. 

JOEWELRY/DESIGN SHOW 

* Jewelry show from Lebanon's “Sabflra’ wonc- 
sttop and show of designs by Lebanese artist May 
Ri ishan i at Dart Al Funim, Jabal Welbdefa (Tel. 
643251/2), until OcL 30. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Patrice Cudennec at tbe French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal Wabdeh, until Nov. 26. 

* Graphics exhibition by Abdul Wahab Abdul 
Mobsen al Baladna Ait Gallery, Gaitiens Street 
(Tel. 5537598). until Nov. 5. 

* Plastic (abstract; an by Iraqi artist Maha 

Isma’il at die Royal Cultural Centre, also display- 
ing paintings by Dutch arasl Jamal Khmais, until 
Ocl30. 1 

* Ceramics exhibition at the Silsal Ceramics 
workshop, Jabal Amman between 4th and 5th Cir- 
cles, until OcL 30 (TeL 680128). 

* Works by Bahraini artist Shrikb Rashid Al 
Khalifa at Darat AI Funum, Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Nov- 15. Also displaying a new collection of 
works by contemporary Arab artists (TeL 
643251/2). 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra'd Dlahni at Orfeli 
Art Gallery, Umm Utbeina, until OcL 30. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader Bakheet at Instinno 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until OcL 30- 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving entitled 
“Murmurs of Our Land” by Riham Ghassib and 
Bani Hamida at Bani Hanrida House OH 
658896/7 ), until Oct 30. 


Seminar ends with principles for a free press 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seminar on 
press freedoms that con- 
cluded yesterday put forth 
three principles of press 
freedoms in Jordan and 
offered several recommen- 
dations to the public and the 
government of bow best to 
uphold these principles, 

A roundtable at the end of 
the seminar, entitled “The 
Media and Press Freedoms 
in Jordan," voiced the opin- 
ion that the most important 
principles concerning free- 
dom of expression in the 
country were that freedom 
of expression is a funda- 
mental human right, press 
freedom is vital for the real- 
isation of that right, cultural 
factors cannot justify the 
withholding of these free- 
doms, and the Jordanian 
government should recom- 
mit itself by upholding the 
Constitution and the 
National Charter and incor- 
porating into law 
international protocols that 
safeguard these rights. 

In order to achieve this, 
the seminar offered several 
recommendations in order 
to ensure that these princi- 
ples be upheld. The recom- 
mendations referred to: the 
abolition of the press and 
press association law; tbe 
signature of international 
protocols on protecting 
human, civil, and economic 
rights; the initiation of a 
serious dialogue between 
the government, press, and 
civil organisations to 
achieve satisfactory protec- 
tion of individuals' reputa- 


tions against illegal or 
unacceptable character 
assasination or intrusions in 
their lives: and ending the 
practice of applying the 
penal code to issues con- 
ceming the press and sus- 
pending journalists. Also 
among the ten recommen- 
dations, still not in final 
form, were suggestions that 
commitment to and work 
towards a constitutional 
court be pursued and that 
the establishment of inde- 
pendent institutions dedi- 
cated to studying the media 
be encouraged. 

The seminar was co-host- 
ed by the newly-established 
Arab Media Institute 
(AMI), an NGO dedicated 
to researching media issues 
in the Arab World. Al 
Urdun AI Jadid, a political 
research centre, and Article 
19, a London-based press 
freedoms group. 

Prior to the roundtable, an 
afternoon session addressed 
various issues concerning 
the public’s perceptions of 
the press, the history of the 
press, and tbe impact of the 
communication revolution 
on tbe Kingdom. 

During the session, a 
prominent journalist stated 
that Jordanians do not value 
personal freedom because 
“it is not a primary value in 
our social culture.” 

Rami Kbouri, a writer in 
several local publications 
and head of Al Kutba Insti- 
tute, a publishing house, 
made the comment during 
the second day’s afternoon 
session. 

“Jordanians put up with 
constraints on the freedom 


of their press and other per- 
sonal and political free- 
doms, because in return 
they enjoy other benefits 
thar are important to them. 

“Culturally, therefore, 
personal freedom is not as 
high a priority for Jordani- 
ans as it is for citizens of 
Western democracies and 
so we should nor expect 
that the citizenry demand 
greater press freedom in the 
immediate future,” he said. 

This was the second time 
that Jordanian and Western 
perceptions of freedom of 
the press were at variance 
during the seminar, and dif- 
ferences, largely attributed 
to cultural and political 
realities, were expressed by 
both Jordanian officials and 
those in the media industry. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Anani Tuesday 

observed that Jordan’s 
“geographic vulnerability” 
in a politically turbulent 
region does not allow it to 
cultivate a totally free press. 

These sentiments, howev- 
er. did not discourage par- 
ticipants in the seminar 
from agreeing on the prin- 
ciple that “cultural differ- 
ences could not be used as a 
justification for withhold- 
ing freedoms of citizens.” 

Also during the afternoon 
session, Osama Al Sharif, 
chief editor of the weekly 
English-language Star, said 
it was “surprising that the 
government has adopted the 
liberal stand of not regulat- 
ing access to the Internet.” 
although in the United 
States, which abides an 
absolutely free press, a 
debate on censorship of the 


Internet has reached Con- 
gress. 

He also pointed io the 
irony of the government’s 
policy of “shying away” 
from regulating this medi- 
um, the use of which is still 
limited but growing rapidly 
in the country. 

“This double standard 
baffles me,” said Mr. Sharif, 
alluding to recently imple- 
mented amendments to the 
Press and Publications Law 
and the subsequent suspen- 
sion of 13 weekly newspa- 
pers. 

“The information revolu- 
tion has made it virtually 
impossible to monopolise 
or regulate the truth.” 

During the botched assas- 
sination attempt on Hamas 
leader Khaled Misha’al, 
Jordanians seemed to know 
more about what was hap- 
pening than the government 
spokesperson, he said. 

During the morning ses- 
sion, former Lower House 
Deputy Fares Nabulsi and 
former High Court Justice 
Fahd Abu Itaem discussed 
the relationship of the press 
with the system of checks 
and balances. 

“The freedoms that the 
Jordanian people enjoyed 
during the administration of 
the 11th Parliament until 
1993 began regressing 
gradually until we reached 
the point we are at today.” 
said Mr. Nabulsi. “In devel- 
oping our democratic sys- 
tem, we started going back- 
wards to the extent that 
some voices are now call- 
ing for tbe restoration of 
martial law.” 

Amm an Mayor Mam- 


douh Abbadi, who chaired 
the session, asked the con- 
ference to address the issue 
of who protects public offi- 
cials when they are black- 
mailed and their reputations 
smeared. 

Also participating in yes- 
terday’s sessions were 
Sa’id Essoulami. head of 
Article 19’s Middle East 
and North African Pro- 
gramme; Hani Hourani. 
director of Al Urdun Al 
Jadid; Ihasan Ramzi, direc- 
tor general of Jordan Radio 
and Television Corporation: 
and Taher AI Masri, former 
prime minister. 

The necessity of realising 
the principles put forth by 
the seminar seemed to be 
underlined by a statement 
released yesterday by an 
international human rights 
group that said the restric- 
tions imposed on the press 
have “seriously undermined 
next week’s parliamentary 
elections. ... and seriously 
affected the ability of Jor- 
danians to make informed 
choices on election day.” 

The U.S. group Human 
Rights Watch, highly criti- 
cal of amendments to the 
press law introduced in 
May, said also that “free 
expression is under siege.” 

The statement reported 
that “political activists, stu- 
dents, writers, and 
researchers faced sanctions, 
including detention, crimi- 
qal prosecution, imprison- 
ment, harassment, or job 
loss for expressing political 
views.” 


Children’s I Bank director assures officials that local 


conference 
1997 opens 
today 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Approximately 500 lorr 
danian children from pri- 
vate and public schools 
and centres caring for 
handicapped children will 
gather at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre in Amman today 
to take pan in the Jordan- 
ian Children's Conference 
1997, to be held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

The three-day confer- 
ence. which is being 
organised by the Rights of 
Children Committee of 
the Jordanian Women’s 
Union, will include open 
discussions on children- 
related issues, sessions 
enabling children from 
different backgrounds to 
meet one another, debates 
to encourage acceptance 
of other people’s views, 
and an atmosphere to help 
the participants project 
their personalities. 

The conference will 
offer the chance to all to 
abide by democratic con- 
duct, get accustomed to 
organised collective work, 
learn about human rights 
and children's rights, 
receive answers to 
queries, and become 
familiarised with princi- 
ples and values pertaining 
to justice, freedom, and 
equality, the organisers 
said. 

At the meeting, the chil- 
dren will review the rec- 
ommendations of the 1996 
conference, endorse docu- 
ments for the creation of 
the 1997 children’s parlia- 
ment, and elect a new chil- 
dren’s parliament for the 
country, the organisers 
stated. 

The participating chil- 
dren. aged between 13 and 
17. will review working 
papers on early childhood, 
young victims of conflicts 
and acts of violence, fam- 
ilies, children’s culture, 
the media, children and 
poverty, and education, 
according to the organis- 
ers. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference, two exhibi- 
tions, one of books and 
one of drawings, will be 
held. 


market is sound following worldwide scare 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Gover- 
nor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Ziyad Fariz 
Wednesday reassured, the 
government that the. finan- 
cial market in Jordan is 
sound, stressingthat Jordan 
has. not been affected by_ 
plunging bourses from Asia 
to New York. 

During a visit to the CBJ 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali and his 
deputy Abdullah Ensour, 
Dr. Fariz said “the national 
economy has not witnessed 
any adverse effects. The 
Jordanian financial situa- 
tion is stable and tbe mone- 
tary and banking systems 
are functioning normally.” 

Dr. Fariz pointed to tbe 


various measures the bank 
has taken, including inspec- 
tion and control over local 
banks in order to guarantee 
the soundness of the bank- 
ing system and develop and 
speed up banking proce- 
dures. 

The CBJ has finalised a 
draft Bank Law and another 
on guarantees for deposits, 
he said. 

Observers Tuesday said 
the global dip in share 
prices bypassed the Amman 
bourse, which had already 
fallen in the last two weeks. 

Dr. Fariz reviewed the 
general situation in the 
world's financial markets, 
pointing to a number of 
steps the bank has taken to 


prevent similar crises in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Majali expressed sat- 
isfaction with and confi- 
dence in the national econ- 
omy. saying that the bank’s 
measures were in line with 
government policies. 

Also Wednesday, Dr. 
Majali was quoted by the 
Cairo-based Voice of Arabs 
radio as saying that the 
Israeli attempt on the life of 
Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha’ al in Amman last 
month and Israel’s current 
policies towards the peace 
process have adversely 
affected Jordanian- Israeli 
relations. 

The prime minister 
referred to a visit to 


Amman Tuesday by Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister Yevge- 
ny Primakov, saying that 
the Russian minister did not 
bring any new initiative but 
discussed with the govern- 
ment the appropriate means 
for giving impetus to the 
peace process. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of coordinating Arab 
countries’ stands to deal 
effectively with the obsta- 
cles obstructing the peace 
process. 

Dr. Majali Tuesday was 
quoted as having told Mr. 
Primakov that no peace was 
possible in the region with- 
out an Israeli pullout from 
the occupied Arab territo- 
ries. 


Prosecution concludes arguments in trial 
of four accused of plotting to attack Israel 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Military prose- 
cutors Tuesday summed up 
their case against four sus- 
pects accused of plotting 
attacks against Israel to rate 
place in the month of 
Ramadan, opening tbe way 
for the defence to begin its 
arguments. 

The State Security Court, 
beaded by Judge Colonel 
Yousef Faouri. was presented 
with a file charging the 
defendants with plotting 
attacks against Israel and pos- 
sessing illegal explosives. 

Stare Prosecutor Mahmoud 
Obeidat told the court that the 
file contained tbe defendants’ 
testimonies and examples of 
tbe seized explosives. 

Defence Attorneys 

Mohammad Haotoush and 
Mohammad Dweik contest- 
ed the prosecution’s file and 
reiterated their objection to 
the state prosecutor s investi- 
gation procedures. 

The court however, reject- 
ed tire defence’s objections 
and accepted the prosecu- 
tion’s file. 

Tbe charges against Abdul 
Rahim Yousef. 25, Mujabed 
Abdul Jawad, 29, Sa’oud 
Mohammad, 24, and his 
brother ksa. 21, also include 
possessing illegal explosives 
(two hand grenades) and 
automatic weapons with illic- 
it intent a chaige that could 
cany the death penalty. 

The prosecution is also 
alleging that tbe four are affil- 
iated with tbe outlawed group 
Bay’at Al Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), of 


which 10 of its 13 members 
were sentenced in November 
of last year to prison terms 
ranging from two years to life 
imprisonment 
D uring the one-hour court 
session, the tribunal beard tbe 
oily prosecution witness in 
the case. Major K. M, 47, of 
the General Intelligence 
Department (GED), who testi- 
fied on the explosives be 


retrieved from the first defen- 
dant’s home. 

Tbe GID witness, who has 
been an explosives expert for 
tbe past 25 years, said the two 
hand grenades he examined 
were fit for use and capable of 
Causing Hftflfh. 

The four men, who last 
week pleaded not guilty, were 
apprehended by authorities in 
July before carrying out any 


attacks. 

Messrs. Hantoush and 
Dweik asked the court to 
postpone the session to allow 
time for their clients to pre- 
pare a defence statement 

The court tribunal, which 
also comprised Judges Salem 
Saudi and Ahmad Ayash, set 
Nov. 2 as the date to start 
hearing the defence witness- 
es. 


Serious professionals;, with proven private sector experience, are sought by a 
new; emerging business. . Only qualified, sett-motivated people with a desire to 
par tici p a te in tbestart up of a dynamic business should apply. Our business 
valdse teamwork, creativ ity, and individua] Initiatives, We practice modem 
management feHffrilqnes/^nd oniy wffflrire those who wfll dedicate themselves 
to making our business a success. All candidates must be fluent in English and 
Arabic and have knowledge of computers: Attractive opportunity and salary for 
qualified candrdateai 

Production Supervisor: 

• University Degree-Industrial Engineering, MS preferred 

• Minimum 5 years in production supervision and maintenance 

• Experience in making and implementing flexible production schedules and 
managing a production team 


University Degree-Chemical Engineering or Chemistry 
Proven experience with lab equipment and work 
Proven experience with QC inspection processes 
Experience in ceramics, glazes, gypsum mold casting is highly desirable 
ventorv/Warehouse Keeper 

Degree in Business Administration or experience equivalent 
Proven organization and administration skills 
Knowledge of product coding, ability to make reports for management 
lies Representatives: 

University Degree in Marketing or Business Administration 

Proven sales experience 

Must own or have access to a car 

Ambttious. self^ctiyjrted, good appearance, dynamic personality 
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Child labour can be defeated 
in 15 years, ILO chief says 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 30 - 31, 1997 


OSLO (AFP) — The blight 
of child labour can be 
wiped off the world map in 
the next 15 years, the head 
of the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), Michel 
Hansenne, said Wednesday. 

Mr. Hansenne. in a 
keynote address to the 
International Conference 
on Child Labour, said that 
“the war against child 
labour is being, won and it 
can be won in all countries 
in the coming 15 years.” 

He said that govern- 
ments, employers’ and 
workers’ organisations as 
well as civil society had 
changed their perceptions 
of child labour. 

“As many as 250 million 
children are toiling in the 
huts, villages, towns and 
cities around the world, 
struggling simply to sur- 
vive or to overcome pover- 
ty” the ELO director-gener- 
al said. 

Child labour is no longer 
condoned in silence. In 
fact, it is at the top of the 
global agenda.” he said. 

There had been a radical 
shift in attitude on the part 
of rich and developing 
countries, Mr. Hansenne 
said, making them more 
committed to taking direct 
action against child labour. 

Awareness had also bared 
the full extent of the prob- 
lem, he said, with the latest 
ILO estimates of the num- 
ber employed in child 
labour at 250 million. 

“Some combine work 
with schooling. Most, how- 
ever. would have neither 
the time nor the opportuni- 
ty to have any schooling at 
all.*' Mr. Hansenne said. 

“Child labour is simply 
the single most important 
cause of child exploitation 
in the world today,” he 
added. 

To combat child labour. 


Mr. Hansenne called for a 
political commitment for 
the abolition of child 
labour, a time- bound pro- 
gramme of action against 
child labour, an interna- 
tional convention to elimi- 
nate all extreme forms of 
child labour arid a global 
accord of international 
cooperation. 

He also warned that 
efforts to wipe out child 
labour should not be sacri- 
ficed in the interest of free- 
market economics. 

“It is important that the 
struggle against child 
labour is not compromised 


by protectionist forces or 
perceived to be a Trojan 
horse for protectionism or 
domination,*’ Mr. Hansenne 
said. 

In the other main speech 
of the day, UNICEF chief 
Carol Bellamy said that a 
major cooperative effort 
was needed involving gov- 
ernments. communities, 
families, international 
agencies, trade unions, and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations. 

“Additional resources to 
eliminate child labour will 
have to be mobilised at a 
time of increasingly fierce 
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Cheerful Chinese president 
meets Clinton ahead of summit 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A smiling Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin 
held close to two hours of 
informal talks with his 
U.S. counterpart Bill 
Clinton late Tuesday, 
ahead of a full s ummi t 
where agreement on a 
lucrative nuclear coopera- 
tion deal is almost certain. 

Mr. Jiang, who flew into 
Washington Tuesday, 
arrived at the White House 
for his “informal but sub- 
stantive meeting” with Mr. 
Clinton around 9:15 p.m. 
{0215 GMT Wednesday). 

The first Chinese presi- 
dent to make a state visit 
to the United States in 12 
years almost doubled his 
scheduled one-hour slot 
and did not leave the 
White House until shortly 
before {0415 GMT 
Wednesday), administra- 
tion officials said. 

During the “very direct 
and personal” discussions, 
the two presidents agreed 
to set up a hot line 
between them, the offi- 
cials added. 

No decision was' 

revealed on an almost cer- ; 
tain deal to allow U.S. ' 
companies to sell nuclear 
power technology to * 

China. 

The Jiang -Clinton talks 
followed a 40-minute 
“welcoming” session with 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright at the 
state guest house, Blair 
House, where the contents 
of the two presidents’ 
summit Wednesday were 
discussed. 

Mr. Jiang said little in 
the gaps in his busy sched- 
ule, but emerged from 
Blair House after his talks 
with Ms. Albright with a 
broad smile on his face 
and said his visit was, so 
far, “very good.” 

Ms. Albright said 
Wednesday’s summit 
would address a “whole 
host of strategic issues and 
the many other issues that 
make up our multi-faceted 
relationship,” including 
human rights. 

While China’s foreign 
ministry refused to be 
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issues to be discussed, 
spokesman Sheu Guofang 
dismissed U.S. pressure to 
release Chinese dissidents, 
which is high up on 
Washington’s agenda. 

“1 hope that the United 
States will respect the 
independence of our judi- 
cial and government sys- 
tem,” he said, when ques- 
tioned on U.S. efforts to 
secure the release of top 
dissidents such as Wei 
Jingsheng and Wang Dan. 

Mr. Shea also shrugged 
off growing crowds of 
demonstrators clouding 
Mr. Jiang's state visit, say- 
ing they knew nothing of 
the situation in the trou- 
bled region. 

Mr. Jiang, 71, was greet- 
ed by some 60 protesters 
chanting “Free Tibet" 
when he arrived at Blair 
House with his wife Wang 
Yeping after visiting the 
colonial-era town of 
Williamsburg. 

And about 100 protest- 
ers held a vigil outside the 
Chinese embassy, some 
holding candles and others 
with signs reading “Stop 
human rights abuses in 
China and in Tibet” and 
“Free Wei Jingsheng'* 
China’s best-known dissi- 
dent. 

More than 2,000 demon- 
strators protesting Chinese 
control of Tibet, claims on 
Taiwan and jail terms for 
dissidents were expected 
to take to the streets 
Wednesday during the 
summit. 

On the agreement to lift 
a nuclear technology 
exports ban on China, Mr. 
Shen refused to be drawn, 
but U.S. officials said the 
deal — which would allow 
U.S. firms to build nuclear 
power plants in China — 
was basically in the bag. 

“Only if the two presi- 
dents don’t agree with 
what has been negotiated 
by their people" will the 
deal fall through, a senior 
U.S. official said. 

China reportedly agreed 
in talks with U.S. officials 
in Beijing last week to end 
its long-running nuclear 
cooperation with Iran, 
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as a terrorist stale trying to 
develop nuclear weapons. 

This would open the way 
for certification to 
Congress that Beijing is 
not abetting the spread of 
nuclear weapons and 
allow U.S. companies to 
sell nuclear technology to 
China. 

The nation of 1.2 billion 
people is expected to 
spend S50 billion to S60 
billion in the next eight 
years to meet its energy 
needs, making it by far the 
world’s fastest-growing 
nuclear market. 

But certification may yet 
prove a tough package to 
sell to die Republican- 
dominated Congress, 
some of whose members 
are preparing to fight. 

Two influential senators. 
Republicans Jesse Helms 
and Richard Shelby, told 
Mr. Clinton in a letter 
Monday that it would be 
‘'premature*' to allow 
U.S.-Sino nuclear cooper- 
ation and urged him to 
reconsider. 

Others planned to urge 
Mr. Jiang to improve 
China’s human rights 
record at a congressional 
breakfast Thursday, and it 
is there that Mr. Jiang may 
be most in need of his 
well-honed public rela- 
tions skills to brush off 
criticism. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Jiang have met four times 
since 1993, the last time in 
Manila in November 
1996. 

For fear of alienating an 
American public whose 
dominant image of China 
is of the 1989 Tiananmen 
square crackdown, howev- 
er, Mr. Clinton resisted 
Chinese requests for a 
full-scale state visit until 
his second term. 

The Chinese requested a 
“very traditional" visit 
with all the summit trap- 
pings Wednesday: a 21- 
gun salute on the White 
House lawn, a luncheon 
hosted by Vice President 
Ai Gore, and a state din- 
ner, said Mary Melffench, 
chief of protocol at the 

nftnarTmeyit 


competition in global trade 
and commerce the execu- 
tive director of the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
said. 

This comes at a time 
when poverty is on the rise 
and overall development 
aid plummets. 

“Alliances that can tap 
the vast constructive poten- 
tial of the private sector 
Should be encouraged,” 
Ms. Bellamy said. 

Ms. Bellamy said that 
education was “the single 
most effective tool we have 
for e limin ating child 
labour,” and that without it 
“there will be no long term 
solution to child labour.” 

“Quality primary educa- 
tion that is relevant and 
affordable to poor families 
will go far in attacking the 
root causes of child 
labour,” Ms. Bellamy said. 

“And the benefits will 
accrue especially to girls 
who make up 60 per cent of 
the 140 million children 
worldwide who are not in 
school,” she added. 

But Ms. Bellamy warned 
that education in itself, 
while vital, was not the 
only consideration and that 
compensation for poor 
families for loss of income 
from child labour and eco- 
nomic incentives to help 
them escape from indebt- 
edness were also impor- 
tant. 

“The powerlessness of 
families in need must also 
be addressed by steps to 
eradicate all forms of dis- 
crimination, especially 
against women and girls,” 
Ms. Bellamy said. 

The four-day Oslo con- 
ference is to wind up 
Thursday with the adoption 
of a programme of goals 
and principles mapping the 
way ahead in the fight 
against child labour. 

Papon has 
acute lung 
infection 


report 


BORDEAUX, France 
(AFP) — Maurice 
Papon, on trial for 
wartime crimes against 
humanity, has an acute 
lung infection, according 
to a medical expert quot- 
ed Wednesday by 
lawyers. 

The trial of Mr. Papon, 
87, was adjourned last 
Thursday when the for- 
mer prefect of the Paris 
police, who is accused of 
deporting more than 
1,500 Jews to Nazi death 
camps in World War II, 
was rushed to hospital ‘ 
with bronchitis in both 
lungs. 

The Assize Court here 
called in Paris lung spe- 
cialist Rend Pariente to 
examine Mr. Papon. His 
report said the acute 
infection usually needed 
10 days or two weeks to 
cure, but that Mr. Papon, 
a former budget minister 
under ex-President 
Valery Giscard 

d’Estaing, could “veiy 
probably” return to his 
trial Friday, the lawyers 
Said. 

Mr. Papon, who under- 
went a triple bypass 
heart operation last year, 
is being treated with 
antibiotics at the Haut 
Leveque hospital in 
Pessac, on the outskirts 
of this south-western 

city. 

Assize Court President 
Jean-Louis Castagnede 
will read out the report in 
court Wednesday before 
announcing a date for 
resumption of the trial. 

If it resumes Friday. 
American and French 
historians Robert Paxton 
and Henri Lamoureux 
will testify on the situa- 
tion of Nazi-occupied 
France in World War H. 
Mr. Papon was secretary- 
general at the Bordeaux 
prefecture in charge of 
the “Jewish question” 
berweno 194? flrtd 1944. 





Veteran Pakistani politician Nawabzada Nasrullab (holding a stick), escorted by 
other opposition leaders, Manzoor Watto (left), Kabir Wasti (second right) and Malik 
Hakmeen (right), walks out of the Supreme Court building in Islamabad (Reuter 
photo) 

Pakistani court suspends law 
stopping MPs from party dissent 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's Supreme Court 
Wednesday suspended a 
law empowering leaders of 
political parties to unseat a 
dissenting MP. amid a fes- 
tering row between the 
government and judiciary, 
court officials said 

Chief Justice Sajjad Ali 
Shah, who has been locked 
in a tussle with Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif 
over the issue of the 
appointment of judges, 
placed an inrerim order on 
a challenge to the law. 

The law was introduced 
by Mr. Sharif through a 
constitutional amendment 
unanimously adopted by 
parliament in June. 

It effectively allows party 
leaders to unseat any of 
their party MPs who 
diverge from the party line 
or vote against the party. 

The suspension will 
remain in place until a final 
decision on the petition 
sponsored by a group of 
lawyers who contend the 
law curbs rights of freedom 
of association and speech 
guaranteed by the constitu- 
tion. 

Members of the parlia- 
ment feel they may lose 
their seats if they express 
freely their candid opinion, 
the order said, adding it 
was right to grant interim 
relief. 

Mr. Shah, heading a 
three-judge bench, passed 
the order after arguments 
by Attorney General 


Mohammad Farooq who 
said the law had been intro- 
duced to strengthen 
democracy. 

Political horse-trading 
has plagued Pakistan poli- 
tics in the past, leading to 
destabilisation of elected 
governments. 

During his first 1990-93 
term Mr. Sharif himself 
suffered as several mem- 
bers ditched him amid his 
power tussle with then 
president GhuJam Ishaq 
Khan, forcing both to 
resign. 

Pakistani opposition par- 
ties, in a joint statement 
issued late Tuesday, said 
the anti-defection 14th 
Constitutional Amendment 
had turned the parliament 
into a “rubber stamp 
forum.” 

In a declaration they 
accused Mr. Sharif of try- 
ing to impose a “one-party 
dictatorship” on Pakistan. 

The court order came as 
Pakistani leaders met in 
emergency session in a 
last-ditch attempt to 
resolve a crisis over 
appointing senior judges, 
official sources said. 

The crucial talks brought 
together President Farooq 
Ahmed Leghari, Sharif, 
Mr. Shah and the chief of 
the powerful army. General 
Jehangir Karamat. they 
said. 

Headlines in national 
dailies reported progress 
towards breaking the dead- 
lock at the meeting at the 


presidency late Tuesday, 
which lasted more than 
three hours. 

No official confirmation 
of the reports, which said 
the government was to 
unveil details of a settle- 
ment later Wednesday, was 
immediately available. 

The reports however gave 
a boost to Pakistan’s main 
Karachi Stock Exchange 
which starred recovering 
Wednesday after a steep 
fall on Tuesday over fears 
of political uncertainty and 
fallout of a stock crisis in 
Hongkong. 

The government-judicia- 
ry tussle centres on Mr. 
Sharif s refusal to elevate 
five high court judges to 
the Supreme Court as rec- 
ommended by the chief 
justice early this month to 
increase the strength of the 
top judicial forum to 1 7. 

The crisis came to a head 
as the government sum- 
moned the national assem- 
bly, which was to convene 
late Wednesday, to discuss 
the issue, saying it was for 
parliament to fix the num- 
ber of judges at the 
Supreme Court. 

Sources in the ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML) said Mr. Sharif 
would chair a meeting of 
legislators from his party 
and allied groups before 
the session. 


Alzheimer’s drug candidate 
shown effective in rats 


LOS ANGELES ( R) — A 
California biotech com- 
pany said Tuesday a 
treatment it has in devel- 
opment for Alzheimer’s 
disease appeared to work 
as designed in prelimi- 
nary tests in rats. 

Neotherapeutics INC., 
based in Irvine, 
California, said it plans 
to start to test the effec- 
tiveness of the drug in 
people, and hopes to have 
initial results some time 
next year. Even if they 
are successful, however, 
additional tests would be 
needed and commerciali- 
sation of the drug could 
be years away. 

Still, the findings 
offered hope of a poten- 
tial breakthrough in the 
treatment of Alzheimer’s, 
for which there are cur- ' 
rently no highly effective 
drugs. 

Neotherapeutics’ drug 
is a compound known as 
AIT-082. which is 
designed to promote 
regeneration of damaged 
nerve cells by stimulating 
the body to produce 
growth factor. 

“We found if we cut the 
spinal cords of rats and 
then gave them this drug 

in their drip Vina wj»ter 


within seven days, we 
had turned on these 
growth factors in their 
spinal cords." Alvin 
Glasky, president of 
Neotherapeutics said. 

“We believe that our 
drug is working by gener- 
ating Dew nerves. In 
other words, no matter 
how Alzheimer’s disease 
occurs or how the nerve 
cells are killed, we are 
hopeful that our drug will 
cause new cells to be 
regenerated,” said Mr. 
Glasky. 

He is presenting his 
findings this week at the 
society of Neuroscience 
annual meeting in New 
Orleans. 

Neotherapeu tics' 
research builds on a 
breakthrough discovery 
last year by researchers at 
the University of 
California at San Diego, 
who demonstrated that 
nerve cells were capable 
of regenerating. The 
problem is that the 
growth factor needed to 
stimulate them to do so 
somehow gets turned off 
in mature adults. 

“The capability is built 
into us but does not get 
expressed.” said Mr. 
CHaskv 


Since that discovery, 
researchers have been 
rushing to find a way to 
put it into practice. But 
efforts to inject the miss- 
ing growth factor into the 
brain or the site of the 
injury have resulted in 
complications like infec- 
tion or an undesired 
hyper-growth of nerve 
ceils. 

Neotherapeutics ' 
approach is somewhat 
different: It is an orally 
administered drug that 
stimulates the body to 
produce its own growth 
factor where it is needed. 
It has already been shown 
to be safe and well-toler- 
ated in humans. 

Existing treatments for 
Alzheimer's disease are 
of limited benefit since 
they do not address the 
underlying cause of 
dying nerve cells. 

“If what we are seeing 
is correct, then in any sit- 
uation where you have 
nerve degeneration you 
should be able to see 
effects," said Mr. Glasky. 

He said the company 
plans to focus later clini- 
cal trials on other spinal 
cord injuries, and other 
neurological disorders 

such as stroke. 


N. Korea j 

brushes ’ 

aside hopes 
of changes 
to foreign 
policy 

SEOUL (AFP) — Staling 
North Korea Wednesday 
brushed aside expectation 
abroad that its foreign policy 
may change now that Kira 
Jong-11 has officially becomj 
the ruling party's Ieadcr. 

The official North Korea* 
Central News Agency saitf 
“Some countries express*! 
the expectation that wra; 
'change' would be made it 
the Democratic People'* 
Republic of Korea (North 
Korea).” 

But the agency quoted 
Rodong Sinmun- newspaper 
of the ruling Workers Pam’, 
as saying; “These remark* 
can be made only by those 
who do not know well about 
the faith, will and principle^ 
stand of the Workers’ Part}* 
and people of Korea.” : 

It is the "invariable faiih't 
of North Koreans that will 
make Korean Socialism trit 
umph. the paper said ”W® 
will hold the red flag o 
Socialism higher than eve 
before, no matter how other 
may slander us and which 
way the wind may blow ” i 
said 

“We warn them not tc 
expect any change from us. 
The principled stand of our 
party’ and people in foreign 
relations is consistent." 

The paper said Pyongyang 
had “actively developed” its 
ties with those countries 
which do not infringe upoeg 
its sovereignty, dignity’ an<|| 
interests. “The same can b® 
said of the relations with tbs. 
United Stales and Japan.” M 
said X 

“A radical change will bfe 
made” in relations be twee® 
Pyongyang and Washington 
"if the U.S. fulfils its obtigagt 
rions as a direct party response 
sible for the Korean ques| i 
don." Rodong Sinmun said j 
The North has demanded^! 
that Washington open direef 
bilateral talks with it on nor-*, 
realising ties and on official- 
ly ending the Korean war of 
1950-53 by concluding a 
peace treaty. 

Paula Jones’s 
lawyers § 
subpoena § 
Gennifer 
Flowers § 

fJ: 

DALLAS (R) — Pau$f 
Jones' attorneys in her sej£ 
ual harassment lawsuit 
against U.S. President Bill : 
Clinton Tuesday subpot*; 
naed Gennifer Flowers, thtf 
former cabaret singer v ifer 
claims she had a long afi Ear 
with Mr. Clinton. 

Ms. Flowers’ attorr ej. 
Rugger Burke told Reufc ks 
that Ms. Jones’ lawyt 
subpoenaed his client w 
give a deposition in tils 
Jones case on Nov. 14. 

“She has been official ly 
subpoenaed by Pau to 
Jones' attorneys. Her dept v 
sition was requested fcf 
Nov. 14,*' Mr. Burke saitk 
“I don’t think it came as r 
surprise to us they woul o 
subpoena her." • 

He said Ms. Jqnes ?. 
lawyers also requested tap fe 
recordings of conversation 9 
between Ms. Flowers anti 
Mr. Clinton and any letters 
or notes written between 
the two. 

Ms. Flowers almost 
derailed Mr. Clinton’s 1992 
presidential campaign by 
claiming she had a 12-year 
affair with him while he. 
was governor of Arkansas.: 

He adamantly denied he£; 
claims. 

Mr. Clinton’s lawyer^ 
allege Ms. Jones’ team ig- 
trying to humiliate tijgr' 
president and MondagS 
asked a federal judge 
block several depositioig 
already planned in the la%j|. 
suit. BK 
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Prince Charles kicks off Asia-Pacific AIDS experts call 
ca tour m Swaziland for increased research funding 


MBABANE (R) — Prince 
Charles, getting back to work 
after the death of his ex-wife 
Diana, landed in a very over- 
cast Swaziland Wednesday to 
begin an eight-day tour of 

Southern Africa. 

Prince Charles arrived just 
after 0830 GMT in a South 
African Airways plane, with 
the British rpyal standard fly- 
ing as it taxied into position 
for an official welcome. 

The prince, in a dark blue 
suit and tie, descended from 
the plane onto a red carper 
and was presented with a gar- 
land of red and yellow carna- 
tions which he wore around 
his neck. 

He was met by Prime Min- 
ister Sibusiso Dlamini, intro- 
duced to chiefs, traditional 
princes and other dignitaries 
and reviewed a military guard 
of honour before being driven 
from the airport in King 
Mswati m’s silver Rolls 
Royce with its number plate 
Mm. 

“It was very smart, the 
guard of honour.” he told one 
of the dignitaries lined up to 
meet him. 

“Didn't 1 meet you last 
time?’ he said jokingly to one 
woman and chuckled heartily 
when journalists asked him if 
he remembered his last visit 
10 years ago when be was 
greeted by a line of semi- 
naked wotnea 
Keeping to a pledge to 
spend more rime with his two 
sons now their mother is 
gone, the heir to the British 
throne brought Prince Harry 
with him, but they said a tem- 
porary goodbye during a brief 
rooming stop-over in Johan- 
nesburg. 

Prince Hairy. 13. will go on 
holiday with a schoolfriend in 
South Africa while his father 
meets fellow royalty, politi- 
cians and ordinary people in 
the twin southern African 
kingdoms of Swaziland and 
Lesotho. 

They meet up again Satur- 
day for a charity conceit in 
South Africa’s commercial 
capital Johannesburg, featur- 
ing Britain's chart-topping 
Spice Girls. 

“The prince is now a single 
parent and it b his sons half 
terra and as such Prince Harry 
is with his father,” a spokes- 
woman for the prince of 



Prince Charles takes the salute upon arrival at the Mat- 
shapha international airport (Reuter photo! 


Wales said. “Bui, like other 
working fathers, he has to get 
on with his job and his official 
duties too." 

Prince Charles, accompa- 
nied by aides and a planeload 
of journalists, flew into the 
Swazi capital Mbabane 
where he was to visit parlia- 
ment before meeting King 
Mswati, 25, and watching tra- 
ditional dancing and singing 
with the queen mother. 

His visit is being keenly 
watched back home for any 
signs of a more informal 
manner that might signify 
Prince Charles is ready to 
modernise the monarchy, in 
response to public pressure 
following Diana's Pais car- 
crash death on Aug. 31. 

But the 48-year-old prince 
is unlikely to rind inspiration 
for a fresher constitutional 
monarchy in the Swazi royal 
realm. 

King Mswati’s return Tues- 
day from a Commonwealth 
summit in Edinburgh was 
marred by a teachers’ demon- 
stration where police shot 
rubber bullets and teaigas.at 
the crowds. 

The kingdom of a million 
people is the only country in 
Southern Africa where politi- 
cal parties are banned — and 
have been for almost a quarter 
of a century. 

Trade unions have stepped 
up a campaign of strikes this 
month in protest at the snail's 
pace of the all-powerful 


king’s steps towards constitu- 
tional reform. 

Thursday afternoon Prince 
Charles flies on to the tiny 
mountain realm of Lesotho to 
attend the coronation of King 
Letsie, who took over from 
his late father only to restore 
the throne to him shortly 
before his death two years 
ago. 

Prince Charles, who has 
cancelled most engagements 
since Diana died in order to 
be with his sons, has bent 
royal protocol by bringing 
Prince Harry with him for 
parts of the tour, during 
school holidays which he 
would have spent with his 
mother. 

Prince William, 15, whom 
many Britons say drey want 
to assume the crown instead 
of his stiffer father, is already 
back at his school in Eton. 

Britain’s public grief when 
36-year-old Diana died with 
her friend Dodi Fayed 
prompted observers to 
declare that its people had lost 
die traditional stiff upper lip 
and inability to express emo- 
tion, and that the royal Wind- 
sor family should follow suit 

Queen Elizabeth, com- 
menting that she sometimes 
felt too old for the modem 
world, stuck to state-visits-as- 
usual when she toured Pak- 
istan and India this month, bur 
royal watchers say Prince 
Charles should take a differ- 
ent path. 


Two more coup plotters 
arrested in Zambia 


LUSAKA (AFP) — Two 
more soldiers accused of 
taking part in Tuesday’s 
coup attempt against Zam- 
bian President Frederick 
Chilli ba were caught 
Wednesday at the National 
Radio studios, bringing 
total arrests to 17, officials 
said. 

Sources at the studios 
told AFP that the two sol- 
diers hid overnight within 
the complex, which was 
stormed by loyal array 
units Tuesday, and were 
picked up by the security 
forces Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, life in the 
Zambian capital Lusaka 
returned to normal 
Wednesday, although there 
was a strong military and 
police presence in the city. 

The leader of the short- 
lived coup attempt has 
been named as Captain 


Steven Lungu, who joined 
the army in 1987. He made 
the first broadcasts 
announcing the coup early 
Tuesday morning after 
commandeering the 

National Radio studios. 

He was shown on Zam- 
bian television after his 
capture Tuesday night and 
observers said be looked 
terminally ill. A friend who 
described Lungu as "a 
cock-up who just likes 
making noise" said his 
health had been failing 
since 1995. 

His fellow officers said 
that he had been acting in a 
very strange manner lately. 

Another" alleged coup 
leader has been identified 
as Captain Jack Chiti. who 
joined the army in 1982 
after resigning as a teacher 
and was described by a fel- 
low officer as “a very trou- 
blesome chap." 


The rebel soldiers, who 
were captured within hours 
of launching their coup 
bid, are being interrogated 
at undisclosed detention 
centres. Treason is punish- 
able by death in Zambia. 

Some Zambian newspa- 
pers suggested Wednesday 
that the soldiers were 
backed by unnamed politi- 
cal parties, but provided no 
evidence in support of the 
allegation. 

The Post newspaper 
quoted a son of former 
President Kenneth Kaun- 
da, WezL as saying he 
expected that he and his 
father would be arrested 
over the plot because the 
government always target- 
ed them in times of trou- 
ble. 

He and his father, who is 
visiting South Africa* have 
strongly denied any link to 
the coup attempt 


Cartoon Japanese princess 
set to beat Spielberg’s E.T. 


TOKYO (AFP) — An ani- 
mated film about a Japanese 
princess who fights to save 
a forest is likely to gross 
more than "E.T. the Extra- 
Terrestrial ” the biggest hit 
ever in the country, a busi- 
ness daily said Wednesday. 

Since its debut in mid- 
July, the mode. “The 
Princess Mononoke”, has 
attracted 12 million people 
across Japan, with earnings 
set to reach 10 billion yen 
(S83.3 million), the Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun said. 

If “The Princess 
Mononoke" continues to 
draw large audiences, it will 


break the record of 9.6 bil- 
lion yen in revenue by 
"E.T." the daily said. 

The movie has also had 
bumper spin-offs selling 
about one billion yen worth 
of character goods as well 
as 2.5 million copies of the 
movie pamphlets, it added. 

A spokesman for the film 
distributor Toho Co. Ltd., 
however, declined to con- 
firm the news reports, say- 
ing the company would 
release the detailed state- 
ment later this week. 

With its production cost- 
ing 2.5 billion yen, the 
movie was directed by 


Hayao Miyazaki, who cre- 
ated a series of hit animated 
movies including “Nausicca 
of the Valley of Wind" and 
k< My Neighbour Totoro.'’ 

“The Princess 

Mononoke” is set in 14th 
century Japan and tells of a 
young girl raised by ani- 
mals who joins them in bat- 
tling humans trying to 
destroy their forests. 

It opened in Hong Kong 
and Taiwan in August. It 
will also be released in the 
United States. Europe and 
Brazil early next year with 
Walt Disney Co as distribu- 
tor, a Toho spokesman said. 


MANILA (AFP) — Asia- 
Pacific AIDS experts 
called Wednesday for 
increased funding for 
research and other pro- 
grammes related to con- 
trolling the deadly dis- 
ease. 

They issued a “Manila 
manifesto” at the end of a 

five-day conference here, 

calling for a “sustainable 
regional network of 
exchange and collabora- 
tion" on acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome as 
well as “increased alloca- 
tion of funds in national 
and local budgets” for 
AIDS programmes. 

Experts have earlier said 
the Asia-Pacific region 
can expect AIDS infec- 
tion to double to between 
10 million and 14 million 
cases by 2000. 

The 2,500 delegates, 
including U.N. and gov- 
ernment officials, 

researchers, company 
executives, advocacy 
groups and sex workers, 
pledged to back efforts to 
"undertake medical 
research focusing on cost 
effectiveness" in laborato- 
ry tests in the search for 
an effective vaccine 
against the virus. 

The manifesto pledged 
to duplicate “successful 
responses” to the health 
crisis by focusing atten- 
tion on “risk and harm 
reduction" and incorpo- 
rating AIDS prevention in 
reproductive health and 
fami ly pl annin g cam- 
paigns. 

“Harm reduction" is a 
term usually referring to 
needle exchange pro- 
grammes for drug addicts 
and condom distribution 
to sex workers to prevent 
the spread of AIDS with- 
out necessarily curbing 
drug taking or prostitu- 
tion. 

It also pledged to work 
to “abolish sexual 


EU, 

Australia 
donate aid 
to fight 
Indonesia 


fires 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
European Union has 
pledged 1.092 billion rupiah 
($299,178) and Australia 
$360,000 to help Indonesia 
overcome the land and forest 
fires, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

The European assistance 
will take the form of fire- 
fighting equipment worth 
650 million rupiah 
($178,800), remote sensing 
equipment worth 385 mil- 
lion rupiah ($105,500) and 
57 million rupiah ($15,600) 
in fighting expertise, an 
European Union statement 
said here. 

Visiting Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard said 
that his government was giv- 
ing $360,000 for ground 
firefighting trainings in 
Indonesia. 

The European statement 
said the European member 
states and the European 
Commission together pro- 
vided nearly 35 per cent of 
all external assistance to 
Indonesia's forest sector. 

“The EU. therefore, has a 
long-term commitment to 
Indonesian forestry sector in^ 
the form of a number of pro- 
jects focusing on die conser- 
vation and sustainable man- 
agement of Indonesia’s for- 
est resources,” it said. Sepa- 
rately, it said, the United 
Kingdom had provided fur- 
ther assistance of $110,000 
to help fire victims, Greece 
had given $10,000 for 
humanitarian aid while 
additional aid had also come 
from Finland, France, Ger- 
many and Sweden. 


exploitation of women, 
youth and children" in 
partnership with govern- 
ments, private groups, 
regional organisations 
and vulnerable communi- 
ties. 

The delegates noted that 
youths, women and “mar- 
ginalised populations” 
were the most vulnerable 
to infection and warned 
“our countries face 
increased social and eco- 
nomic burden” from the 
disease. 

But they also acknowl- 


edged that "responses to 
AIDS have worked in this 
region, often in the face of 
intolerance or prejudice.” 

This was an apparent 
reference to the examples 
of Australia, New Zealand 
and Thailand, which have 
managed to stem the 
spread of the disease, and 
Singapore and the Philip- 
pines which have kept 
AIDS at relatively low 
levels. 

At the closing cere- 
monies. Roy Chan, presi- 
dent of the AIDS Society 


for Asia and the Pacific, 
noted that non-govern- 
ment organisations 

(NGOs) played a special 
role in responding to 
AIDS due to their flexi- 
bility and proximity to 
affected sectors. 

But he noted that these 
organisations often lacked 
funds and management 
skills and called for a 
partnership between 
NGOs and businesses. 

He cited the Thailand 
Business Coalition on 
AIDS as an example of 


Leaders must take political 
risk$ym;AIDSi U.N. expert 


MANILA , (^FP> . ^ 9 r 1°^- he said, d,t- 
ernment. mg 'the case of a Catholic 
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This would involve urg- 
ing people to . slowly 
change their behaviour 

• until they stop the actions , 
that make them vulnerable 
to AIDS. 

’However' Mr. Moodie 
r said that Aey also had to 
. . J i^aka, -Jhe_ ; ^ leaders under-. 

^ Vsfarid-vd^t Are policy Of 
- ' _-‘harrir-r«Jaction" involv- 
ing needle exchanges and 
condom distribution was 
still the most effective 
approach, even if i r remains 
controversial. 

..“Decision-makers need 
support” to convince them 
to adopt such measures, he 
said, calling for “peer sup- 
port netwcuks" among the 
leadersvto help shore up 
/-such ^ppdrt. 

" ‘ But he warned that there 
would always be “leaders 
■ who' feed, rather than stem 
. . the epidemic, who actually 
believe they are right” and 
. Who itfuse to change their 

- minds. . . 

• In such cases, “it is in jhe . 
=' -iinterfest' 'dE heaitb.,: that 

- their actions, iriactlotis and 
statements are repeatedly 
countered. 


such a collaboration. 

Geoff Manthey, execu- 
tive director of U.N. 
AIDS, the United Nations 
programme against AIDS, 
noted that the private sec- 
tor was largely absent 
from the conference, 
excepr for drug compa- 
nies hawking their wares. 

He also said there were 
not enough sex workers 
who attended, and added, 
“where are the sex work- 
ers’ employers? We 
should hear from them." 

Mr. Manthey acknowl- 
edged that some Catholic 
nuns had attended but 
noted that no bishops had 
shown up and asked 
“where was the official 
voice of the Catholic 
Church?" 

“We heard it outside the 
halls, but not here," he 
said, referring to influen- 
tial Philippine Catholic 
leaders who earlier criti- 
cised the conference for 
advocating use of con- 
doms. 

“There are still people 
who think condom use 
increases sex,” he said. 

He also noted there 
were groups which insist- 
ed that countries that dis- 
tribute condoms still had 
high incidences of AIDS, 
proving it did not work, 
alluding to the church. 

"This message is vindic- 
tive. It is a lie and it 
should be stopped.” Mr. 
Manthey said angrily. 

The conference closed 
with an emotional joining 
of hands by the delegates. 

Before the closing cere- 
monies, the conference 
was also addressed by 
representatives of sex 
workers and injecting 
drug users, the sectors 
most vulnerable- to the 
fatal disease, and a man 
infected with the AIDS 
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Giants move closer 

TALKS BETWEEN Chinese President Jiang Zemin 
and President Bill Clinton in Washington this week 
should put U^.-Chinese relations on a new path fol- 
lowing years of ups and downs in the two giants’ 
ties. Bering is dearly interested in cultivating doser 
relations with Washington in order to promote trade 
and be able to have access to latest American tech- 
nology innovations. China, which in the past two 
decades moved rapidly in the direction of a market 
economy has high stakes in maintaining good rela- 
tions with the U.S. 

The immediate implications of the growing rap- 
prochement between the two economic giants sug- 
gest that the so-called new international order 
would in the future be influenced more by the mar- 
ket economy forces rather than be controlled by a 
single power, the U.S. China, therefore, seems to be 
ready to abandon foreign policy stands that might 
hamper its drive of becoming an economic giant 
through befriending the U.S. The U.S., meanwhile, 
appears to recognise what it takes to lure China 
doser to the Western orbit and how to extricate 
more concessions from Beijing. 

On the top of the list of priorities for President 
Clinton and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
is the cessation of all military cooperation between 
China and Iran. No doubt Washington would strive 
to attain this objective because it still views Tehran 
as a mortal enemy of Israel and a regional threat to 
American interests in the Middle East 

In return, the U.S. will offer to ease its criticism of 
China's human rights record. The downgrading of 
U.S. allegations of Chinese human rights violations 
will most probably be targetted at the U.S. Congress 
where many congressmen have made human rights 
in China a rallying point for their crusade against 
the Zemin regime. The fact that both Washington 
and Beijing have agreed to establish a hot line sug- 
gests that, notwithstanding all qualms about 
China's human rights record, the two countries are 
determined to put this issue behind them and 
instead forge solid and enduring relations. 

The implications of the weakening of Chinese 
independent foreign policy on relations with coun- 
tries that are outside the orbit of the “Western 
alliance," such as Iran and Iraq, are obviously great. 
Marginal powers must now toe the tine or else risk 
all. We have seen this reflected in the Chinese “mes- 
sage” to Iraq Tuesday not to read too much into 
Bering’s recent abstention on the U.S.-sponsored 
U.N. Security Council resolution calling for stiffer 
sanctions against Iraq and China’s call on Baghdad 
not to halt cooperation with the U.N. inspection 
teams as Baghdad has threatened to do. 

China is certainly turning into an economic, mili- 
tary and political giant to reckon with, but it is not 
yet ready to play the role of a superpower by having 
its own independent course of action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Dus tour’s Nawaf Zaru likened the Turkish secu- 
rity zone created inside Iraqi territory to the security 
zone created by Israelis in southern Lebanon saying 
both zones clearly manifest ambitious designs and hos~ 
tility towards the Arab Nation. The Isiaeli-Turkish 
alliance under the U.S. umbrella is thus posing a perma- 
nent threat to the Arab Nation and its future, said the 
writer. By joining hands with Turkey, Israel hopes to 
ensure permanent hegemony over the whole Arab World 
backed by its nuclear power and unlimited support from 
the U.S.. Zaru said. He said this development is pre- 
cisely the intention of Turkej which hopes to impose its 
hegemony on the Arabs and expand its territory at their 
expense. If these open threats do not motivate the Arabs 
to unite and close their ranks to face the common threat 
said the writer, it is really difficult to imagine them rec- 
onciling or coming together for any other purpose. Zaru 
said expressions of condemnation or displays of indif- 
ference towards the ongoing events are certain to result 
in very serious consequences that will affect the whole 
nation. 

AI RaTs Mohammad Barhoumeh, commenting on 
Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov’s Middle 
East tour, said the Arab countries naturally welcome the 
minister s visit and hope Moscow will renew its role as 
a cosponsor of the peace process. Noting that 
Primakov's trip followed President Yeltsin’s recent dec- 
laration that his country will play a more positive role in 
the peace process. Barhoumeh said that despite the 
recent adverse developments, Russia remains a major 
world power that can influence the course of events in 
different parts of the world. It is to be noted, he said, that 
while former U.S. Secretary of State Wairen 
Christopher made 23 trips to the region, Primakov came 
here only twice; and yet the time is ripe for Moscow’s 
efforts to help the Arabs and the Israelis reach a final set- 
tlement. Russia may have failed in the past to play a 
meaningful role especially in the wake of the collapse of 
the Soviet Union because of numerous internal prob- 
lems, the adverse financial situation and the emergence 
of the Russian Maria, said the writer. But, he added, it is 
not too late for Moscow, which used to maintain close 
links with the countries of the region, to undertake a 
meaningful step to bring about the aspired peace. 


View from Academia Dr - Ahmad Y - Majdoubeh j 

j 

Parliamentary elections and public performance j 


AS ONE drives in the capital or the major 
Jordanian cities or towns — less than a 
week before the Nov. 4 parliamentary 
elections — and peruses the various ban- 
ner slogans with which our streets are 
filled; as one looks ai the various pictures 
of parliamentary candidates, many of 
whose faces have become fairly familiar, 
as one takes pan in informal and formal 
get-togethers in which candidates and 
candidacies are debated; as one watches 
and listens to candidates airing their mes- 
sages through the media; as one contem- 
plates the meaning of all the signs and sig- 
nals in the campaign, one is generally left 
not with a feeling of enthusiasm, pride, 
promise and hope (as might be expected) 
but, alas, with a sense of hollowness, 
falsehood and absurdity. 

For the democratic process itself, we are 
— and remain eternally — genuinely 
grateful. Under the circumstances (and 
despite the annoying side-effects that 
inevitably come with it) democracy seems 
indeed to be almost the perfect solution 
for the Arab World and for the Kingdom. 
No one in his/her right mind (there are 
some among us who, of course, aren’t) 
denies that the Kingdom's open-hearted 
embrace of democracy' in 1989 has been a 
blessing in many obvious ways. 
Furthermore, no one denies that the coun- 
try has made remarkable progress in the 
way of understanding how democracy 
works and how to make it work. When it 
comes to parliamentary life, however, 
much still needs to be understood and 


much needs to be done. And this. I’m 
afraid, takes time. 

For one thing, the parliament has not, 
over the past decade or so. evolved, devel- 
oped. and asserted itself in a way which 
enables it to be taken seriously by the gen- 
eral public. Many people, still, do not see 
it as an institution which can make a real 
difference in their lives. Most feel that it 
has not scored well in raising and support- 
ing issues of concern to the people. Many 
feel that once the candidates are elected, it 
is extremely hard, if not impossible, to 
have access to them. 

For another, the same thing can be said 
about the political parties (which consti- 
tute the backbone of the democratic 
process); until now. they also have failed 
to evolve, develop and assert themselves 
in a way which enables them to be taken 
seriously by the intelligent public. Most, 
if not all. have no coherent, well-defined 
positions on issues of public concern. 
Most are themselves unknown to people. 
People realise that parties take time to 
evolve and crystallise positions on issues 
and that we are passing through a transi- 
tional period with respect to party life, but 
the transitional period seems to be taking 
forever and, over the past decade or so, 
the parties have not achieved much by 
way of making themselves known. 

But the sense of hollowness, falsehood 
and absurdity stems from the calibre and 
nature of the candidates themselves. 
There is a general feeling that most of the 
candidates running for elections are nei- 


ther convincing nor appealing. What are 
their qualifications? What entities them to 
run? Some belong to parties which are 
themselves suspect and obsolete (extend- 
ing or springing from clandestine parties 
in the pre -democratic era. parties which 
receive their ideologies, instructions and 
support from outside the country). Some, 
as we have just said, belong to parties 
which we know nothing of but the name. 
Some are simply, and merely, from well- 
known families and tribes. Some are vir- 
tually unknown individuals who are after 
attention, publicity, and prestige. Some 
are sincere and enthusiastic to contribute, 
even though they may not know how. 
Some have money. Are these the right 
qualifications and motives for candidates? 

Probably not. What is most disappoint- 
ing is the absence — or scarcity — of 
what you may call career candidates, peo- 
ple who have contributed in a certain field 
of importance or a certain sphere of pub- 
lic life, and have distinguished them- 
selves; people who have been actively 
involved in matters, who hold strong but 
also intelligent opinions about matters of 
public concern: career civil or military 
servants, political or social activists, envi- 
ronmentalists. academics with coherent 
views, distinguished doctors and engi- 
neers. powerful journalists, politicians 
who have made an impact of some sort, 
etc. I will venture the claim here that 
most of those (though by no means all) 
who are running for the Nov. 4 elections 
have no such qualifications. 


We do have in our society (though these 
are a rare breed) excelling civil servants, 
distinguished academics, strong politi- j 
c i an s, "devoted activists, exceptional doc- j 
tors, engineers, pilots, teachers, etc. But 
these are virtually unknown (they have | 
not made themselves known, and society 
has not made them known). These do not 
run for elections. 

In the absence of people belonging to 
this latter group, the vacuum w ill i natural- 
ly j be filled by those described above: the 
opportunists, the prestige seekers, the 
enthusiasts, the tribal candidates and the 
suspect or unknown parry members. J 

The story' of our parliament is much like j 
that of our public institutions. As those 
who occupy leadership positions in the 
latter are not necessarily, the more com- 
petitive. able, excelling, creative, and 
qualified: those seeking admission to par- 
liament are of the same type and calibre. 

In fact many of those who run for parlia- 
ment are former administrative leaders 
from our institutions who have occupied 
positions through ways and means we are 
all familiar with. As appointments to 
important positions at our institutions are 
not dependent on distinction in career and 
excellence in performance, the same can 
easily apply to parliament candidacy. 

Until such a time comes (and it is not 
coming soon) when our society begins to 
take people's accomplishments and per- 
formance seriously, parliamentary elec- 
tions will continue to leave us with the 
feeling and sense described above. 


The ‘Iranian missile crisis’ causes another fuss 


By G.H. Jansen 

NICOSIA — Any observer of recent mili- 
tary happenings in the Gulf region cannot 
forbear to ask the question, “Why all the 
fuss and botheration?” Why did the 
American armada sail to the Gulf? 

Four weeks ago eight planes of the 
Iranian air force attacked and bombed 
bases in central Iraq, near the border with 
Iran, of the Mujahedin Khalq. an Iranian 
grouping opposing the government of the 
mullahs under President Mohammad 
Khatami. 

To do so the Iranian aircraft violated the 
U.S.-U.K. imposed “no fly zones” which 
cover north and south Iraq almost to 
Baghdad. At the same time, Iraqi planes 
strayed into these zones, earning censure 
from the U.S. 

As far as the first incident was con- 
cerned. a few casualties and some damage 
was done by the single raid: nothing much 
to write home about- And yet there was a 
massively disproportionate U.S. response. 
Since Washington categorises both Iran and 
Iraq as its “enemies” in the region against 
whom it is applying a strategy of “double 
containment,” an attack by one of these 
enemies on the territory of the other is, 
from the U.S. point of view, almost too 
good to be true — “a consummation 
devoutly to be wished.” Yet the U.S. used 
the Iranian raid as a pretext to order a naval 
task force to move immediately and at 
speed from the eastern Indian ocean to the 
Gulf. 

This force consisted of the 73,000 tonne 
aircraft carrier “Nimitz" accompanied by 
half a dozen other warships in a battle 
group, plus a submarine and helicopters. 
The “Nimitz” itself carries 80 warplanes, 
20 of them of the latest state of the art 
attack variety. But once this formidable 


force reached the northern end of the Gulf 
what was it supposed to do? It was sup- 
posed, U.S. spokesmen claimed, to deter 
further Iranian infringements of the “no-fly 
zones.” 

But it cannot be imagined that the 
Iranians would follow up their initial raids 
against the Mujahedin bases with further 
raids or attacks on the U.S. force which 
would simply, easily and quickly demolish 
any Iranian planes sent against them. 

And with regard to the concurrent Iraqi 
violations of the “no-fly zones,” the same 
fate would be meted out to any Iraqi air- 
craft rash enough to continue these incur- 
sions or to attack the Americans. 

Clearly the violations merely supplied a 
pretext to deploy the armada. But why did 
the U.S. seek a pretext for gunboat diplo- 
macy? The immediate aim was to monitor 
Iranian naval manoeuvres taking place in 
the Gulf. The longer-term goal was to ham- 
per and curb the development of Iran's mil- 
itary capabilities. For several months now 
the Americans, egged on by the Israelis, 
have been building up an anti-Iranian scare, 
an “Iranian missile crisis." The objective of 
this scare is to put pressure on China and 
Russia to halt the sale to Iran of armaments 
and equipment for nuclear power plants 
originally built during the Shah's time. 

The strategic game plan of the Israelis is 
to impress upon and convince the 
Americans that all the Arabs, indeed all 
Muslims, are the enemies of the U.S. 

And thus to reinforce the Israeli claim 
that the one and only reliable friend of the 
U.S. in the vital West Asian region is Israel. 
Thus, the Israelis point out that Iraq is 
refusing to "come clean” with the U.N. 
over its weapons of mass destruction, all of 
which are supposed to be destroyed under 
the terras of the armistice agreement which 
ended the 1991 Gulf war. 


Iraq is still obstinately obstructing U.N. 
observer teams inspecting its military facil- 
ities in search of such weapons because, it 
is said by Western observers, that Iraq is 
try ing to manufacture chemical and biolog- 
ical weapons as well as long-range missiles 
to fire those weapons at Israel — like the 
Scud missiles which Iraq fired without 
much effect during the Gulf war. According 
to the Israelis, Iran has much the same 
ambition as Iraq. And the Iranian weapons 
programme has to be taken very much 
more seriously than that of Iraq, which is 
under severe restriction. 

With the aim of building up this phoney 
“Iran missile crisis” Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. said recently 
that Iran, with Russia’s help, would be able 
to manufacture medium-range ballistic 
missiles by 1999. 

Iran, the minister asserted, wants to 
improve-its chemical warheads and to pro- 
duce biological and nuclear warheads as 
well. 

His assertions were part and parcel of a 
well-orchestrated campaign mounted by 
Western “experts” who have published 
accounts in Western publications claiming 
that Iran has already developed three ballis- 
tic missiles, one with a range of 1.500 kilo- 
metres that could threaten Israel, the Gulf 
states and Asia; the second with a range of 
3,000 kilometres which could hit Europe, 
and a less advanced third type with a range 
of 5,500 kilometres which could, ultimate- 
ly. be used against U.S. targets. 

Other Western “experts” with no politico- 
military agenda contradict these assess- 
ments and say that Iran will, at the earliest, 
be able to test an improved medium range 
North Korean Scud type missile by 1998 
and manufacture such missiles within three 
years if the test is successful. These experts 
argue that there is no evidence that Iran is 


manufacturing chemical or biological or 
nuclear warheads and until such evidence 
surfaces the world should take Iranian 
denials seriously. 

A very knowledgeable American regional 
commentator. Thomas Friedman, has sug- 
gested that the Israeli campaign is meant to 
deflect attention from the systematic 
destruction of the Arab-Israeli peace 
process by the present Israeli prime minis- 
ter. Benyamin Natanvahu. 

This may be so. but there is another, far 
more important reason. Israel must create a 
climate of threat — of Israel being in dan- 
ger — in order to maintain its powerful 
influence in the U.S. Jewish community 
and its iron grip on the White House and 
Congress. Threats against Israel, Arab or 
Iranian, genuine or fake, enable the Jewish 
state to keep arms and funds flowing from 
its friends and supporters in the U.S. Which 
is why the notion of an “Iranian missile cri- 
sis” is of great importance to Israel. 

The phoney “crisis” also serves the 
Clinton administration's policy of isolating 
and “containing” Iran by deterring Western 
countries from becoming involved in the 
development of Iran's oil and gas sector. 
But, does the U.S. really expect the rest of 
the world to take seriously its dramatic 
gunboat deployment in the Gulf? Or the 
“missile crisis" campaign? So far they 
have not prevented France, Russia, China 
and Malaysia from investing in a new off- 
shore gas field or Britain from contributing 
to the construction of a trans-Iranian 
pipeline. Indeed, it could be said that the 
“missile crisis” has been created precisely 
at the time the rest of the world is normal- 
ising relations with Iran in order to block 
investment in the development of this large 
and important Middle Eastern country. 



LETTERS 

Before Doha, look at history 


To the editor: 

I KEEP reading how important it is for Jordan and the 
other Arab nations to go to Doha, and to “not let Qatar 
down.” Maybe another look should be taken while 
there is yet time. 

History is full of cases where imperilled nations and 
tribes thought that they could do business with others 
who were more intent on defeating them, or their 
neighbours. Such was the case in 1939. when British 
Prime Minister Chamberlain announced “Peace in our 
time when he dealt with another aggressor. A year 
later, the world was at war, because the aggressor 
understood the real message, that those under attack 
didn't have the will to fight. 

Now the world is looking at another classic case, this 
time in the Middle East, as Israel, with U.S. backing, 
takes more and more territory. 

Yes, it has been a while, but circumstances point to 
another war in the region, most likely with the O.K. of 
the United States, which has stockpiled weapons for 
Israel s use. The stockpiling has been reported in var- 
ious newspapers in the United States, including the 
Los Angeles Times and the Riverside Press Enterprise. 
And the wording said “for Israel's use ” 

Therefore, it makes little sense to attend any trading 
conferences with the Israelis until they get the mes- 
sage. No peace, no trade. Trading with the enemy has 
always been at the least foolhardy, and usually led to 
national suicide. 

Think about it. 

. Shelia B, Cassitf^ 

Riverside Middle East Research Project 
RIVME @ pacbell.net, ■ 
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Officials head for new digs, saddles and frontiers 


AT A high-powered reception to say farewell to Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia Executive Secre- 
tary Heam Abdel Aziz Biblawi. HRH Crown Prince Has* 
san paid tribute to the work ofESCWA and the efforts of Dr. 
Biblawi a prominent Egyptian economist, and wished the 
fSCWA team well as they move into their new headquarters 
it i Beirut. Although the ESCWA .move from Jordan to 
Lebanon, decided upon two years ago. was considered a 
significant loss, there were no sour gropes as many senior 
officials, diplomats and associates attended the reception to 
wish Dr. Biblawi well in his new environment. 


ENVOYS PROMOTED: Two diplomatic appoint- 
ments that were reported as sealed by Royal Decrees last 
Saturday were that of Samir Hmoud as atnbassador to the 
United Arab Emirates, and Ahmad Hasson as ambassador 
to Greece. For Messrs. Hmoud and Hasson, both senior 
foreign ministry officials, this will be their first appoint- 
ments as ambassadors. Other appointments at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs included that of Counsellor Abdullah 
Faqir as ambassador, First Secretary Qassem Okour as 
counsellor. Second Secretary Yahyah Qarallah as first sec- 
retary’, Third Secretary Ali Hamdan Ayed as second secre- 
tary. and Attache Mamdouh Saraireh as third secretary. 


DOCUMENTING AFT HISTORY: At the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts last Monday evening, the 
Royal Society of Fine Arts launched its newest publication. 
Entitled "Modem Art in Jordan," the book, by Dr. Wijdan 
Ali, is an account of the development of the modem art 
movement in Jordan and includes monographs of 72 Jor- 
danian artists and 108 colour plates. Princess Wijdan. is 
president of the RSFA and has spearheaded efforts to pro- 
mote Jordanian artists as well as artists front the Arab and 
Islamic worlds. 

**** 


ON THE 1STH FLOOR: The nine-member Board of 
Directors of Royal Jordanian has four new faces. The new 
members are former Minister of National Economy Wait'd 
Asfour, former Minister of Justice Taller Hikmat. recently 
appointed Deputy Governor of Central Bank of Jordan 
Ahmad Abdul Fatah, and former Minister of Supply Adel 
Qudah who now heads oj the Privatisation Committee at 
the Prime Ministry. Mr. Asfour succeeds Basel Jordan eh. 
former minister of finance and current general manager of 
the Jordan Invesnnent and Finance Bank, as chairman of 
the RJ board. The other three gentlemen replace board 
members Senator Jamal Nasir. a former minister of justice, 
fOutled Shaman. chief executive officer of the Arab Bank, 
and Captain Bader Steitieh, former Royal Squadron cap- 
tain. The five other members of the board are RJ President 
Nader Dahabi. who is board vice chairman. Royal Air 
Force Chief of Staff Major General Mohammad Kheir 
Ababneh. Civil Aviation Authority Director General Jasser 
Zayyad, Ministry of Finance Secretary General Ra’efAl 
Alami and Ministry of Transport Secretary General Issa 
Ayoub. 




AT LONG LAST: 

Although it was not 
reported in the press, the 
Cabinet on Tuesday made 
it official and approved 
the appointment of Adrian 
Bahjat Talhouni as 
ambassador to France. 

Mr. Talhouni, SO. has 
served as ambassador to 
Switzerland, Austria 
( non-resident ) and 

Morocco. He returned 
from Rabat to become 
director of the Office of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
in 1993. Early last year 
Mr. Talhouni was appoint- 
ed as an advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

He succeeds Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf who is expected' to 
return to Amman from Paris shortly. 



**** 

FROM AFAR: News of foreign diplomats this week 
announced the approval of Colombian Ambassador in 
Cairo Jim Duane as non-resident ambassador to Amman. 

**** 

NEW MISSION: The National Aid Fund now has a 
full-fledged new director. He is Adel Jacoub Shamaileh, 
who takes the place vacated much earlier by Faraj A l 
Hashim, who held the post for around two years. Dr. 
Shamaileh, spent the better pan of 23 years in the civil ser- 
vice, except for a shon stretch in the private sector follow- 
ing an unsuccessful bid for a parliamentary seat for the 
Karak District in the 1993 elections. He obtained his mas- 
ters and Ph.D. from the State University of New York at 
Albany in public finance and policy analysis. Most recent- 
ly he has been director general of the National Institute for 
Investment Consultation. Before that he was director gen- 
eral for finance at the Telecommunications Corporation 
and earlier still, an economic consultant at the Ministry of 
Finance. The National Aid Fund was established in 1986 
to provide assistance to underprivileged families. Its 423 
employees work to grant loans, provide job training and 
dispense monthly stipends to around 33.500 families each 
year. 


**** 

YES SIR , MR TAX MAN: At the Department of 
Customs the seat of assistant director for sales tax has been 
filled by had Qudah. Mr. Qudah. who obtained a bache- 
lors degree in economics from the University of Jordan and 
an MBA from Sul Ross State University in Texas, began his 
public service career at the Ministry of Planning. While 
there, he was seconded to the Prime Ministry as economic 
advisor and was assigned to the Jordanian negotiating 
team to the multilateral peace talks. From the Ministry of 
Planning. Mr. Qudah switched to the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, and there, he last held the position of acting 
director of the Investment Promotion Department (today's 
Investment. Promotion Corporation ). For the last two 
years, Mr, Qudah has worked in the private sector as chief 
economist at the Export and Finance Bank. 

**** 


LEGAL MATTERS: The Council of Ministers has 
decided to present President of Zeitounah University Dr. 
Khaled Zu'bi with the nation's Award of Appreciation for 
his contributions to social services and the law. Dr. Zu ’ bi . 
who was bom in Ramtha in 1944, obtained his Ph.D. in law 
from Ein Shams University in Cairo. He has served the 
country as a district judge and deputy governor at the Min- 
istry of Interior. Dr. Zu ’bi has also taught law and con- 
ducted extensive research and published several legal 
reviews. 


**** 

STREET NAMESAKE: The Amman Municipality 
has named a street after the late artist Tawfiq Saved. Bom 
is Safad. Palestine in 1939. Saved studied art in Spain and 
Italy. His works span sculpture and painting, he taught 
both mediums, and contributed critiques to local publica- 
tions. Much of his work depicted scenes of Amman. That a 
street will bear Saved’ s name is seen as a tribute to his life ’s 
work and his contributions to Jordan ’s art world. 

•*** 


FOR A FRIEND: The InterContinental Hotel remem- 
bers one of its own in establishing the Hussein Harb Foot- 
ball Tournament. The tournament commemorates the life . 
work and passion for sports of Hussein Harb. an Inter.Con 
staff member who lost his life in a tragic car accident fol- 
lowing a practice match with his colleagues. The hotel has 
imited team participation from local and international 
organisations, companies and embassies. The proceeds 
from the tournament will go to Hussein Harb’s widow and 
children. Those wishing to participate or make a donation 
should contact Munjed Kanaan, human resources manager 
at the Hotel InterContinental. The tournament is scheduled 
for Nov. 27-28. 


**** 

ART & REALITIES: The then-controversial visit of 
the Nabil and Hisham theatre group to Israel two years ago 
was documented in a film by a young Israeli film producer 
and aired last Saturday in Amman. Sharon Shamir 36. fol- 
lowed actors Nabil Sawalha, Hisham Yanis. Amal Dabbas 
and the rest of the cast through the preparations to take the 


troupe to Israel, in Israel during the lour, and back home 
again in Jordan after the event. The lour took place the 
same week that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
assassinated. Much debate over skits depicting the slain 
premier resulted in replacing his character with one of for- 
mer premier Shimon Peres. The documentary also shows 
scenes of Mr. Yanis visiting his hometown of Beit Dajan and 
being hosted by an Israeli Jew and the resultant discussions 
of the history between them. There is also a scene in which 
the troupe runs into difficulties with Israeli security while 
trying to visit the Jewish holy site of the Western (wailing) 
Wall. Ms. Shamir also documents the problems faced on 
the troupe’s return home when the Writers Association 
decided to cancel the actors ' memberships. The film was 
aired in Israel as well . ami attended by Mr. Peres and Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador to Israel Omar Rifa’i. It aired also on 
Israeli telei'ision to coincide with the three-vear anniver- 
sary of the signing of the Jordan-lsrael peace treaty. Fol- 
lowing The showing here the Israeli embassy hosted a 
reception for nearly 250 people, among them were the par- 
ents of Ms. Shamir. Professor Shimon Shamir and Daniella 
Shamir, Israel's first ambassador to Jordan. 

**+* 

WHAT’S FAIR IS FAIR: Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities Secretary Genera l Akram Masarweh 's discov- 
ery that freebie entries to archaeological sites is losing the 
Treasury around JD500.000 annually, prompted Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali to authorise the ministry to 
refuse any more requests for free entry to the countries pop- 
ular sites. As of 7995, those responsible for arranging 
tours for visiting official delegations will have to find a way 
to foot the bills of their guests at sites such as Petra with a 
JD20 entrance fee and Jerash, at JD5 per foreign visitor. 

**** 



WAY TO GO: Good news of news reporters is that Jor- 
dan Television Sportscaster Lutfi Zu ’bi and reporter Sally 
Asa’ ad were married in Irbid last Friday. There to help 
them celebrate their wedding were their JTV colleagues 
and many sports stars from around the country. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Let’s get things done 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

AVE YOU noticed how 
milar the shape of all new 
its is? Whatever the make. 
1 recently designed auto- 
lobiles look alike, barring 
ze and one feature or two. 
he reason is very simple: 
:iwadays cars must obey 
ell-defined rules of aero- 
ymamics, functionality and 
scurily. Since these scien- 
Ec and mechanical stan- 
irds are all the same, the 
■suit is products that look 
ore or less the same. 
Computers are not much 
ifferenL Whether Apple 
lacintosh machines or 
SM Windows-based com- 
nibles, they allow you to 
:rform the same tasks. 
Inch has been recently 
ritten about the Macintosh 
'stent losing ground to its 
emal competitor. It seems 
at the already small mar- 
:t share the “Mac” had has 
:en reduced even further, 
wne hurry to say that this 
proof of the technical 
‘priority of Windows 
-’er Mac OS (operating 
'stem). This is nonsense. It 
like saying the Rolls- 
oyce is an inferior car 
£ause it has a limited 
arket share. The 
IMAVindows computer is 
inning simply because it 
m operate a wider choice 
software and ir is Jess 
pensive than the Macin- 
sh. 

The battle between users 
1 both computer platforms 
a ridiculous one. Whatev- 
. your choice may be. you 
ill be able to enjoy the 
me quality of hardware 
'd software, and to pro- 
ice the same results, 
bether you are doing sim- 
e word processing, corn- 
er accounting or playing 
imputer games. Each Mae 
IBM has a slightly differ- 
it user interface, die rest is 
matter of personal taste. 
Gently the differences 


chip talk 



between both worlds have 
been drastically reduced, 
and users can now benefit 
from easy transfers and 
conversions from one 
machine to another. 

The same can be said 
about software packages. 
Microsoft's well known 
Office Suite (consisting of 
MS-Word word processor. 
MS-Excel spreadsheet. MS- 
PowerPoint presentation 
programme, MS-Outlook 
personal organiser and MS- 
Access data base) finds a 
bitter rival in Corel's similar 


Suite, featuring the cele- 
brated WordPerfect word 
processor. For having used 
both, I find it impossible to 
say which is “better." 
Again, it is a question of 
personal choice. Competing 
with MS-Outlook is Lotus 
Organiser. These sophisti- 
cated electronic equivalents 
of the Filofax are pure won- 
ders. However trying to 
judge which one is superior 
is useless. They are both 
high quality software prod- 
ucts and have more features 
than anyone can use. 


One has die feeling that 
comparing similar hardware 
or software from different 
designers and manufactur- 
ers all the time is but an 
excuse for not getting things 
done. Indeed, take any hard- 
ware, install any decent 
software and learn to use 
both of them well, and you 
will not only produce fast, 
excellent output, but you’ll 
also find the operation 
enjoyable. Any other argu- 
ment is a waste of time and 
becomes totally irrelevant. 
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Jordan, Austria discuss 
rescheduling $10m debt 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez met in his office Wednesday 
with Austrian Ambassador to Jordan Philipp 
Hayos to discuss the rescheduling of Jor- 
dan's debt to Austria in accordance with the 
terms of the Paris Club. 

Speaking after the meeting, the minister 
noted that" a Jordanian delegation is cur- 
rently in Vienna discussing the rescheduling 
process and the prospects for turning pan of 
the debts into Austrian investment capital in 
Jordan. 

The minister said the negotiations involve 
the rescheduling of the debts that amount to 


S10 million, Jordan, he said, hopes that 20 
per cent of thar amount, S2 million, will be 
turned into investment and the rest be 
rescheduled. 

He said despite the fact that the S2 million 
amount is small compared with the amount 
of the debt, yet the move was bound to stim- 
ulate Austrian investments in the Kingdom. 

The minister also noted that he discussed 
with the ambassador technical cooperation 
that includes, among others, Austrian help in 
modernising the income tax collection. He 
said that Austria will offer training to Jor- 
danian personnel on these technical matters. 


UAE says oil revenue 
rose to $ 14.7b in 1996 


ABU DHABI (R) — United 
Arab Emirates oil revenue 
rose to 54 billion dirhams 
$14.7 billion) in 1996 from 
44.59 billion in 1995, the min- 
ister of petroleum and mineral 
resources said Tuesday. 

Obaid Bin Saif A1 Nasseri 
told an investment forum that 
oil's contribution to the econ- 
omy fell to 32.4 per cent of 
GDP in 1996 from 34 per cent 
a year earlier. He forecast oil's 
contribution would be 31.5 
per cent in 1997 and 30-5 per 
cent in 1998. 

The minister said UAE rev- 
enue from liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) rose to 62 billion 
dirhams in 1996 compared 
with 5.5 billion in 1995. LNCj 
production in 1996 stood at 
27-5 billion cubic metres, he 
said. 

Nasseri said 90 per cent of 
natural gas production was 
now utilised versus only eight 
percent in the 1970s. 

He said the UAE’s “sub- 
stantial" gas reserves had 
prompted plans to further 
develop the petrochemical 


industry. 

“The UAE will build petro- 
chemical complexes to pro- 
duce polyethylene, ethylene 
di-chloride, caustic soda, 
chlorine and salt," Mr. Nasseri 
saicL 

These complexes are 
planned to come on stream by 
the end of the year 2000," he 
said. 

The UAE currently has 
other petrochemical plants 
producing plastics, foam, fib- 
re glass and hear insulation 
products. 

Mr. Nasseri also said the 
UAE planned to invest about 
S3 billion over the next three 
to five years to develop exist- 
ing plants. 

The minister said oil rev- 
enues had helped the coun- 
try’s GDP grow by an average 
of 13.162 per cent from 1975 
to 1995. 

“During this 20 year inter- 
val, the GDP has increased 
from 39.635 billion dirhams 
in 1975 to 143.970 billion 
dirhams in 1995," he said. 


UAE works 
on laws to 
fight money 
laundering 

ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates is 
working to introduce laws 
to fight money laundering, 
which officials fear is 
becoming more common in 
the Gulf .Arab state. 

Central bankers said 
Wednesday a draft law had 
been prepared which 
focused on breaking the 
back of the process con- 
cealing the origin of ille- 
gally gained money. It will 
try to stop letting crime 
pay. 

“A draft law on money 
laundering is being circu- 
lated through the various 
government departments," 
a Central Bank source said. 

The law would define 
money laundering and 
make it a requirement for 
banks to report suspicious 
activities and give them 
protection in this reporting 
process, he told Reuters. 


Foreign firms 
will not be 
allowed to 
swamp Indian 
markets — PM 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral said 
Wednesday that foreign 
companies would not be 
allowed ro swamp Indian 
markets. 

“We cannot let everyone 
come in and ruin our own 
industry, which was built 
over 50 years." Mr. Gujral 
told business leaders at the 
annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The premier assured Indi- 
an industrialists that then- 
demands for a “level play- 
ing field" would be met 

“They (foreign compa- 
nies) must play on a field 
which is even ... so that the 
Indian companies are not 
swamped by anyone,” Mr. 
Gujral said- 

Many Indian firms say 
they fear that multination- 
als launching joint ventures 
here are intent of taking 
control of their Indian hosts 
over the long-term and 
have asked for tighrer con- 
trols to be reimposed. 

Indian controls on for- 
eign competition were 
eased in the early 1990s 
when it liberalised the 
economy. 

Mr. Gujral added: “I have 
taken this viewpoint seri- 
ously and government has 
been of late amending laws 
to help protect the domestic 
industry." 

India's liberalisation pro- 
gramme, which followed 
four decades of socialist, 
centralised economic plan- 
ning, followed a foreign 
exchange crisis. 


A quality home, a quiet location, an attractive offer 


For Rent. A Semi-Villa in a traffic-free, (yjfcdi 
pollution-free area. Near Hussein 
Medical Center, Montessori School and Vo 8th J| 
shopping area Circle |s» 


King Hussam 
Mi dicaJ Cantor 


ToAl Htthemiya 
Palace 
5sain 


(hilda Gas 
.Station 


n 



Italian marble floors, Zola-coated walls. s 1 

Beautiful oak front door, glass security front entrance. 

Spacious master bedroom with closet area, spacious bathroom 
with provisions for a jacuzzi . 

Three bedrooms overlooking the back garden, three bathrooms 
Sitting room, lounge and dining room overlooking the front garden. 

Alarm system conntected to alarm station and police station. 
Telephone and intercom lines. Boiler room, storeroom and 
gas-canister room. 

Contact Tel. 553 6161 from 8:00 to 11:00, 14:00-16:00, 

and 19:00 up or Mobile Tel. 079-26386 anytime. 


THE Daily Crossword 


(summarize) 
5 Koppef and 


9 Agra attire 

13 Nimbus 

14 Yankee great 

15 Sci-fi film 

16 — about 

17 Along the 


18 Shortly 

19 Be thrilled by 

22 Actress Wray 
and namesakes 

23 Stope stuff 

24 Kin of crocs 
27 Mild oath 
29 Donaldson 
32 Eve’s son 


35 Lauder of 
cosmetics 
37 Good tidings 

40 John Jacob — 

41 Church cry 

42 Melody 

43 “ — Mise rabies" 

44 Diner sign 
46 Maidens 

48 Gullible guy 

49 Apiece 

50 Relish 

56 — Raton, FL 

57 Flat paper 
56 Dam it! 

60 Baltic Sea 
tributary 

61 Bathes 

62 Fencing sword 

63 Wait 

64 Store sign 

65 “—Time, Next 
Year (movie) 

DOWN 

1 What person? 

2 Pealed 

3 African plant 

4 Investor's 
holdings 

5 Lubbock’s state 

6 Actress Moran 

7 Pull 

8 Western setting 

9 Condition 

10 Florence’s river 


REVLON INTRODUCES 
THE NEW CHARLIE SUN 
SHINE SCENT 
The Abu Shaqra Trading 
Agency, the sole and accredited 
agents fra- Revlon in Jordan has 
introduced into the Jordanian 
market the new Charlie Sun 
Shine scent , considered the lat- 
est in the Charlie collection, the 
best and most ideal for any time, 
any where.Sun Shine scent is a 
blend of (lemon, mandarin, pear 
and a touch of roses flagrant), 
the perfect women scent for the 
1990s with its feminine, delicate 
and bright nature Jlev Ion com- 
pany has chosen actress Karen 
Davy ,who won the admiration 
of the American people with her 
charm, wit and radiant beauty 
and who was rated by a foreign 
magazine to be one of the 50 
most beautiful girls in the world 
to be the new Charlie scent 
because she is actually Charlie 
Sun Shine 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. OCTOBER 30, 1997 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. ' 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 How will you get wbat 
you need? How much is it going to cost you? Whom do 
you need to talk ro, and whom should you avoid? Your 
friends and advisors are not going to be able to make up 
your mind for you you're going to have to do ii all by your- 
self. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Scorpio is your sign of 
partnerships, in business, personal and legal matters. You 
don’t always get along, but your skills complement each 
other. Your Scorpio friend is very powerful today. You 
might as well just do what you’re told. Arguing will be 
pointless. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You'll get two or three 
times the workload you’re usually assigned. You'll have to 
think work, breathe work, ear and sleep work fra: die next 
48 hours. That’s how long it takes for this condition to pass. 
It’s your own fault, though. It’s what you get fra- promising 
to do everything! 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You are feel- 
ing so good about yourself. It’s because you know you're 
loved. How do you know? Somebody redd you. It could be 
your true love or your kids. Maybe you even told yourself. 
The more love you feel the more successful you’ll be. 
Soak it up. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) You 'll be told exactly what to 
do and how to do it. You can still be the figurehead, but 
somebody else has the power. If you go along with this 
programme, you'll get the job accomplished. If you share 
the same golds, you might as well. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are a power- 
house of energy. Your mind is soaking up information 
faster than you can even tell what it is. Use this super- 
human intelligence will thank you for generations to come. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) A friend needs 
financial assistance. This may not be as awful as it first 
appears. It’s important to stay calm, since you’re the one 
with the money’. See if you can help this person generate 
another source of income, instead of depending on you. 
Help your friend get a job. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Magic occurs 
when you're in a mood like this. You're in control Take 
care of the people who depend on you. Be a benevolent 
dictator. Reassure them that you're keeping their interests 
firmly in mind. That will make them feel better. Then, 
show them the time of their lives. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
need to wrap up the projects you’ve been working on. 
Don’t let them drag on until tomorrow. You are definitely 
going to be busy for the next few days. Your primary objec- 
tive is to alleviale as much pressure as possible. Do that by 
completing whatever you can, right now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is a 
marvellous day for meetings. Everybody is in a decisive 
frame of mind There’s no wavering back and forth about 
what project to take on next People will either love it or 
hate it This is also a good day to decide what you need to 
buy and what you can throw away. And you'll be having 
fun at the very same time! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Go along with 
an older person’s ideas. This does not have to be a prob- 
lem. There’s a better chance your suggestions will be heard 
if you’re not being confrontational. That’s not always easy 
for you to remember, but today it will be obvious. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Wait until the after- 
noon to begin your next voyage. It will be even more suc- 
cessful then. If you have to wait until tomorrow, that’s even 
better. If you haven't picked your costume yet, this assign- 
ment could give you a few ideas. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


am 

Hill 

am 


by Kenneth Witte 


11 Fiddler’s place? 

12 Lodging house 
14 Tend the 

children 

20 Swiss river 

21 Impulses 

24 — Abdel Nasser 

25 Maltreat 

26 Tries 

27 Condemns to 
ruination 

28 British 
composer 

29 Plays the lead 

30 Hawk's home 

31 Butte's tan 
34 Lecher 
36 Coastlines 

38 Grating sound 

39 Wraps around 
45 Olympian deity 

47 Teutonic cry 

48 Frighten 

49 German city 

50 Town near 
Milan 
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HOROSCOPE 

■"forecast for Friday. OCTOBER mi 

By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Sendees. Ine. 


ARIES: (Match HI (o April 1°! Be especially carious ; 
about discussing financial matters In other "ords wn L • 
An important business deal could he hurt if the wrong j 
information got out There could also be complications if 
the right information cot to the wrong people. Don : let it 
happen. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It’s Halloween. You don’t j 
always know if what you see is " hat you're gome to get j 
Keep that in mind. If you have the feeling thing* are not as j 
they appear to be, don’t sign your name on the dotted line . 
This is one lesson you do not want to learn the hard way, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There is more wmk than 
you can possibly do in eight hours, You eoufdn J do it all in 
48! Why bother? Well, some of it’s fun. that's why. You’ve 
promised more than you can delher. again. Be responsible 
about it and do the best you can. Mean" hile. relax. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 2 1 » You should be 
in a fabulous mood. It's one of your favourite holidays. \ou j 
have a rich fantasy life. Take bold steps to make one cf 
those fantasies become reality. This imolvcs love with a j 
passionate person and a life-long commitmenL Be ready 
when opportunity knocks. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) We might as well let the Scor- 
pions have their big day. Halloween is in their honour, espe- 
cially this year. Although you are a strong leader, you don’t 
have to lead in every situation. Today, it'll be much easier 
to follow. Besides, you’ll get more candy that way. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Nobody suspects 
dial you can remember everything you hear. You're like a 
mouse in the comer. There will be some very interesting 
deals taking place at the Halloween party tonight. The 
secrets you leam now could be quite valuable later. Pay 
attention. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22 1 You could feel 
pressed financially. That's true even if you hav e a lot com- 
ing in. The lesson you're studying has to do with income 
more t han outgo. When you leam how to create money 
your anxieties will fade away. Don't get a counterfeiting 
machine; market your talents. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 i This is your big 
day. Your sign rules completion, new beginnings and Hal- 
loween! Pass along your wisdom Lo the others. Teach them 
that tbe choices they make now will live with them much 
longer than they know. Be a shining beacon of health and 
happiness to all around you 

l 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Your 
work load has been increasing. It’s as if the more you get 
done, the more other people think you can do. And they 
want you to do it their way! You’ve already done enough, 
in your estimation. This is pushing you beyond your IimiLs. 
and that’s not necessarily bad. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You are 
decisive and sharp, and your energy level is high. Your team 
is working very well together. Expect lots of activity at your 
place tonighL You might as well have ail your friends, rela- 
tives and the neighbourhood kids over. You're in the mood 
to party! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19i This is a won- 
derful day for fantasy. It's also a pretty good time for play- 
ing with your friends. So. don’t cause a problem by gating 
into a fight with an old agotist. Concede. graceftiUy. It'll be 
a lot easier on everybody and maintain the festive mood. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You should be feeling 
marvellous. You have a lot of energy, and your ability to 
focus is awesome. You can accomplish great things in tbe 
projects you start now. The money will be pouring in. If you 
don’t have a booth set up for selling something, you're 
missing a big opportunity. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — ■ Tourmaline 


51 Chilled 

52 Certain tide 

53 Roof overhang 

54 Famfly member 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Gfasbergen 



“My boss says I can start working 
at home two days a week — 
Saturday and Sunday." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD (SAME 
by Hariri Arnold and Mika ArgMofl 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
lour ordinary words. 


SOSAB 


NOMUT 


LOPARR 


KIAYEC 


Print answer here : To[ 



Now arrange the drded lenen B 
term the surprise answer, as 
gested by the above cartoon. 


55 Pipe part 

56 — up (appear 
suddenly) 

59 Envision 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: BELIE LIMBO UNEASY SURELY 
Answer: Whal ihs busy reporter got from his flirt 
friend — A "BYE" LINE 
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Investment Finance Bank Gulf investors likely 
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Abdul Jaber estimates the increase in 
capital of banks, firms at JD100 million 
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** TAJ SEER ABDUL Jaber. board 
member of the Securities Commission, 
expects a capital increase by some banks 
and companies will bring an additional 
JD100 million in capital^ to the stock 
exchange by the end of the year. He said 
the market capitalisation of the Amman 
Financial Market at present is about $5 
billion. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said in a lecture to the 
Amman Jerash Rotary Club that expand- 
ing the capital base to attract foreign 
investment has become a necessity "in 
Jordan. He said that non-Jordanian 
investments account for about 30 per 
cent of the total market value of shares 
but that most of these investments are for 
Arab investors. Dr. Abdul Jaber revealed 
the Amman Financial Market has 
received more than $100 million of Arab 
and foreign investments since the begin- 
ning of this year. 

The lecturer highlighted some advan- 
tages that characterise the Jordanian 
stock exchange such as the cancellation 
of the 15 per cent capitalisation tax. the 
exemption from capital gains tax and the 
opportunity for non-Jordanians to own 
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The Business of Information 


100 per cent of most companies whose 
shares are traded. He stressed the trans- 
parency and disclosure and other regula- 
tions in consolidating information, 
supervision and development of the 
bourse in addition to trading deals, 
depositing and transferring procedures 
through electronic methods. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber said the new organisa- 
tional procedures will take two years as a 
transitory period. The procedures will 
include modernising and automating the 
financial market. He described the size 
ot the Amman Financial Market to be 
■ good" compared to emerging marketing 
in the region. 

He explained that there are 97 compa- 
nies registered in the organised market, 
36 registered in the parallel market and 
60 Firms awaiting pending the comple- 
tion of listing requirements. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber told his audience that 
he demanded not to put a ceiling on for- 
eign investments because of the era of 
globalisation and the need to open our 
markets without harming the national 
companies (A! Ra’ij. 
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By Mahmoud Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Investment 
and Finance Bank Wednesday decided to 
raise its capital from JD10 million to JD20 
million. 

During a general assembly meeting the 
shareholders also decided to offer five mil- 
lion new shares to the public and to distrib- 
ute half a share gratis to the share holders. 

A statement following the meeting 
announced that the bank’s net profit before 
taxes amounted to JD1.4S million in the 
first half of 1997 and total assets by the end 
of June were estimated at JD223.75 mil- 
lion. an increase of 9.42 per cent over the 
figure of the same period of last year. 

The statement also noted that the bank's 
credit facilities amounted to JD92.57 mil- 


lion. and its investment portfolio rose by 
7.7 per cent to reach JD19 million by the 
end of June . 

The bank's liabilities amounted to 
JD203.51 million at the end of June rising 
by about 9.3 per cent over the figures of the 
same period last year according to the state- 
ment which noted that depositors funds 
accounted for 78 per cent of the total liabil- 
ities . 

The statement also pointed out that the 
bank's earned interest amounted ro JD8.48 
million in the first half of 1997. registering 
an increase of 13.91 per cent over the 1996 
figures and that the bank's earned 
JD696.000. in net commissions a decline of 
5.66 per cent over the first half of 1996. 


to keep funds abroad 
despite upheaval 


Wheat, maize, cocoa prices to 
rise in 1998, coffee to cool — report 


LONDON i AFP) — Soft commodity prices, 
notably wheat, maize and cocoa, are set to 
soar next year, as El Nino weather patterns 
reap havoc with plantations around the globe, 
the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) said 
Wednesday. 

“El Nino is threatening the output of soft 
commodities which may lead ro higher prices 
than currently forecast particularly in the first 
half of 1998.” the EIU said in its quarterly 
report 

Researchers predicted that cocoa prices 
would show the sharpest rise next year, when 
the sweet commodity was expected to rise by 
14 per cent 

While Ivory Coast by far the world's domi- 
nant cocoa producer, has begun reaping a 
plentiful harvest this year, traders have voiced 
concern that the “enfant terrible'* of -world 
weather may dry up tropical rains there next 
season. 

The EIU predicted that cocoa prices would 
rise by 14 per cent in 1998. 

Wheat and maize prices were also expected 


to rise sharply, by 9.4 and 9.0 per cent respec- 
tively, thereby reversing sharp recent declines, 
which have seen grain prices dive by more 
than 20 per cent in 1997. 

“Drought has severely damaged China’s 
maize crop and forecasts of the U.S. crop have 
been revised downwards," the report said. 

The sugar market was also expected to 
sweeten on “fears about the impact on pro- 
duction by El Nino.*' 

Global tremors have been unleashed by the 
sporadic weather system, bom out of warm 
sea currents in the Pacific, including heavy 
rainfall in some parts of the America's and 
seering drought in Asia and Australia. 

Sugar production in three leading sugar pro- 
ducing countries. India, Thailand and Cuba 
“will be lower than expected, owing to policy' 
failures and adverse weather." the EIU said. 

Researchers predicted that the sugar market 
would endure a deficit of 1 .4 million tonnes in 
1998/99, but the follow through on to prices 
would be somewhat subdued because of large 
stock levels. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab investors hold- 
ing hundreds of billions 
of dollars in overseas 
assets are likely to keep 
their funds abroad despite 
the turbulence in global 
stock markets, experts 
said Wednesday. 

Although the crisis has 
hit the profits netted by 
the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states 
from a surge in world 
shares earlier this year, it 
is not expected to prompt 
them to repatriate their 
investments to the region. 
“I don’t think Middle 
East investors will return 
their overseas assets 
because they are making 
high profits from invest- 
ment abroad and the lat- 
est crisis has only cut 
their profits rather than 
inflicted losses on them’’ 
said Henry Azzam, chief 
economist at the National 
Commercial Bank in 
Saudi Arabia. 

“This crisis has again 
shown that risks are 
everywhere. It is natural 
for mi investor to diversi- 
fy his investment to 
lessen risks ... I think 
Gulf investors will con- 
tinue to invest abroad as 
they invest at home,” he 
told AFP. 

Bankers estimated that 
public and private 
investors from the GCC 
control more than $400 
billion in investments 
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abroad, mostly in stocks 
and bonds. The rest are in 
bank deposits and real 
estate. 

The bulk of the assets are 
bused in the United 
States, whose dollar is the 
common peg for most 
GCC currencies. 

But there has been a shift 
to Asian markets over the 
past two years, with 
Japan and neighbouring 
economic giants account- 
ing for nearly 10 per cent 
of the total GCC invest- 
ments, bankers said. 

In the latest world stock 
upheaval, the Dow Jones 
in Wall Street plunged 
nearly 7. 1 8 per cent Mon- 
day, its biggest ever sin- 
gle day drop. The decline 
came after a sharp 
increase in previous 
months. 

Stocks in other Western 
and Asian countries were 
also jolted before most of 
them started to rally in 
Wednesday’s trading. 
“What happened to Dow 
Jones is a price correction 
not a loss as it had surged 
by nearly 20 per cent 
since the start of the 
year," Mr. Azzam said. 
“Those who have long- 
term investments have not 
been severely hurt as the 
increase has sharply 
boosted their profits. The 
investors who entered the 
market recently were 
worst hit by the latest 
plunge." 

Bankers said billions of 
dollars in Arab invest- 
ments abroad had been 
brought back in the past 
five years. 

But they noted the move 
was prompted by the 
emergence of new invest- 
ment opportunities at 
home as a result of 
reforms in some of the 
Arab League’s 22 mem- 
bers. 

Billions more dollars, 
however, found their way 
out of the Arab World as 
regional investors rushed 
to take advantage of high 
interest rates and strong 
performance in most for- 
eign stock markets. 

“I think you are going to 
hear fresh calls on Arab 
investors to return their 
funds after this stock cri- 
sis," a Gulf bank manager 
said. 

“Such calls are more 
emotional than logical. 
Let us assume the 
investors heeded those 
calls ... The question is 
where they will invest 
those huge funds and 
does the market here have 
the capacity to bold such 
funds?" 

Bankers said Arab 
investors preferred stocks 
and bonds over bank 
deposits given their high 
return. They estimated 
| the region’s investments 
.in stocks abroad account 
for more than half its total 
overseas assets. 
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NB A season preview 

Bulls meet Celtics Friday 

Chicago looking for 6th title in eight years 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
Michael Jordan and ihe 
Chicago Bulls ended their 
internal squabbles and frus- 
trations just in time to let 
rival clubs have one final 
chance at talcing down a 
basketball dynasty. 

The Bulls begin quest of 
their sixth National 
Basketball Association title 
in eight years on Friday at 
Boston after a troubled off- 
season that seems to be the 
beginning of the end of 
Chicago’s amazing era. 

“It’s a bad way to end an 
unbelievable run,” Jordan, 
said. “You would want it to 
be better down the stretch, 
when tbe curtain is finally 
closing. But we can’t worry 
about that” 

Bulls general manager 
Jerry Krause gave coach 
Phil Jackson a one-year 
contract and at the same 
moment said it would be his 
last with the Bulls, saying 
the club needs to rebuild 
while on top to stay com- 
petitive. 

Jordan has said he wouhjl 
rather retire than play for a 
coach other than Jackson 
and said he would not want 
to be part of a rebuilding 
plan. Loyal Bulls fans do 
not want Jordan to leave on 
any terms but his own. 

Scottie Pippen, offered 
for trade in June until 
Jordan objected, will miss 
the first two months of the 
season after surgery on his 
left foot, injured in last sea- 
son’s semi-final victory 
over Miami. 

De nnis Rodman, the 
NBA’s best rebounder each 
of the past six years, missed 
die exhibition season in a 
contract dispute but made a 
last-minute deal to ensure 
all key members of the 
Bulls' past two titlists are 
bade 

“We expect another 
championship. Thai’s why 
we're here,” Jackson said. 
“The five championships 
are great But if we don't 
win this one, it means we 
weren’t the best team this 
year. For some teams, mak- 
ing the playoffs is enough. 
Not for us.” 

Loyalty has been a key for 
the Bulls, although players 
wonder if they are getting 
as much from the manage- 
ment as they are from each 
other. 

“There is a sense of loyal- 
ty on this team and that’s 
what it comes down to,” 
Jackson said. “We're going 
to have fun. The challenge 
is to put our best foot for- 
ward on the court.” 

Jordan, who played ill in 
last season’s finals against 
Utah, took exception when 
Krause said the organiza- 
tion should be credited with 
the title. 

“I didn’t see any organi- 
zation playing sick last, year 
so I don't agree with that,” 
Jordan said, acknowledging 
the turmoil but saying it 
does not preclude success. 

“The atmosphere is of a 
winning organization,” 





Bolls ace Michael Jordan dunks the ball as Shawn Kemp, formerly of the Seattle 
Snpersonics, looks on (file photo) 


Jordan said. “We’re a 
focused team once we step 
on the court. It doesn’t 
always have to be peace and 
harmony. The basketball 
court is where you win 
championships.” 

And no one has done that 
more than Jordan in recent 
years. His presence alone is 
enough to convince some 
rivals the Bulls are again 
unstoppable. 

“Chicago is not vulnera- 
ble. There is no door open,” 
New York coach Jeff Van 
Gundy said. “They have a 
huge mental advantage over 
everyone. They know they 
can win. They won’t care as 
long as Jordan is there. 


“They’re trying to soft 
sell how good they’re going 
to be. I suspect they will be 
a great team from day one. 
They will still have a domi- 
nating team with the other 
role players they have 
around Jordan.” 

Milwaukee coach Chris 
Ford even doubts this will 
be the last season to see 
Jordan with tbe Bulls no 
matter what happens to 
Pippen and Jackson when 
their contracts expire next 
June. 

‘They have all the 
pieces,” Fond said. “As long 
as Michael is there and puts 
his will on the team, they're 
the ones everyone wants to 


beat I don’t know .if they 
even will break up. There’s 
a lot of talk but Michael 
usually gets his way” 

Lany Bird, Indiana’s 
first-year coach and 
Jordan’s 1992 Olympic 
teammate, said the Bulls 
are the only possible 
favorites until Jordan 
departs, an event Bird 
warns win dimmish the 
entire league. 

“When Jordan leaves it 
will change for everyone,” 
Bird said. “He’s an icon. 
You will never find one guy 
to do what he did. You will 
have to find a group of 
guys. Whatever happens, it 
has been a hell of a ride." 


Two women named to referee NBA games 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Look out Charles Barkley. Get 
ready, Michael Jordan. Ihe next official you aigue with 
over a call-might be a wo man 

She’s no lady. She’s a referee. 

D ee JC antner and Violet Palmer were hired as National 
Basketball Association referees here Tuesday, becoming 
the first women to officiate games in an major all-male 
sports league. 

The women completed their third year of wor king pre- 
season exhibitions and joined Rushan Michel, Rodney 
Mott and Derek Richardson as new additions to the NBA’s 


lineup of 58ieiraees when regular season play opens 
Friday. .-"tv- /■ * 

Fonr NBA : -referee jobs were made available when 
George Totiverjjess Kersey, Hank Armstrong and_.Mike 
Mathis were involved in a tax fraud scheme and resigned. 

Kantnec. 36^-was referee supervisor for the ihatigmal 
season of t^Wonien’s NBA and has worked in major 
United Stat^ college conferences. 

Palmer, 3^ 'Was.a WNBA referee. Michel, Mott and 
Richardsott Wx^.official^ in a minor pro fcagae;la£t sea- 
son, • 


Bird flies into NBA coaching 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Lany Bird 
became a basketball legend with pas- 
sion by hurling himself at loose balls, 
defying defenders with dazzling 
moves to the basket or by calmly sink- 
ing a three-point shot 

Now the former Boston Celtics star 
brings his emotion to coaching and the 
National Basketball Association might 
never be the same. 

Bird will make his NBA regular sea- 
son coaching debut Friday, guiding the 
Indiana Pacers at New Jersey. He 
signed an open-ended contract worth 
$4 million a year to replace Larry 
Brown, now at Philadelphia. 

“It has been an easy transition so 
far” Bird said. “The players have 
made me proud. You never know. They 
might turn on me. But everything is 
going good now. Nothing has caught 
me by surprise. We have veterans. If 
there is a problem, they take care of it 
themselves.” 

The three-time NBA Most Valuable 
Player embarks on a new challenge 
that will test his character and determi- 
nation as much as any season in his 
playing days. But now he can instruct 
and only watch others perform. 

“When you are as great a player as 
Bird was, your patience will be very 
tried,” Washington coach Bemie 
Bickcrstaff said. “Not many players 
can do what Larry Bird could do. He 
has to sit on the bench and learn.” 

Bird said he does not hold his play- 
ers to the same standards he set for 
himself during 13 NBA seasons that 
produced 21,791 points, 8,974 
rebounds, 5,695 assists and three NBA 
titles. 

“These guys don’t have to be like 
roe,” Bird said. “I don’t expect them to 


Women’s 
water polo 
confirmed 
for Sydney 
Olympics 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Women’s water polo will 
be included in the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games, the 
International Olympic 
Committee said here 
Wednesday after a long 
battle spearheaded by the 
Australian women’s team. 

The announcement was 
made by the chairman of 
the IOC Coordination 
Commission, Jacques 
Rogge, at a media confer- 
ence here after a three-day 
round of meetings to check 
on preparations for the 
Games. 

The inclusion was recom- 
mended by swimming’s 
governing body FINA and 
strongly supported by the 
Sydney Games organising 
committee, he said. 

Several thrilled members 
of the Australian women’s 
water polo team who earli- 
er this year gatecrashed a 
similar meeting to protest 
their exclusion, were invit- 
ed to the media conference 
Wednesday to hear the 
announcement 

Women’s water polo was 
played at the Los Angeles 
1984 Olympics as a 
demonstration sport and 
the protest started in 
earnest in 1 988 when it was 
omitted in favour of a syn- 
chronised swimming event 
Mayer said. I 

The high-profile cam- | 
paign for inclusion in the 
Games included staging a 
picket at Sydney Airport 
clad in swimming cos- 
tumes, when a FINA dele- 
gation arrived for a visit 

The six teams of 1 1 play- 
ers will be fitted in under 
the agreed ceiling of 
10,200 athletes at the 
Sydney games. 

Rogge declined to spell 
out how athlete numbers 
would be cut elsewhere to 
make room for the women 
but it seemed likely that 
FINA would have to make 
cuts elsewhere in its alloca- 
tion. 


do more than they can do. Do some 
things I did on the court no I don’t 
expect thaL I didn't expect my team- 
mates to play like I did. I want them to 
work hard and give their best” 

With a living legend as inspiration, 
that will not be dificult 
“How can you not learn from a guy 
who won three NBA titles and was a 
13-time NBA All-Star?” asked 
“Dream Team HI” guard Reggie 
Miller. 

“You either experienced what he was 
doing on the court to you or you 
watched on television,” Pacer guard 
Chris Mullin said. “Some guys were 
so good they transcended the game. 
That seems to me to be a good coach 
to have as your coach.” 

One thing Bird has stressed early is 
fitness. He watched videotapes of 
Indiana's 39-43 campaign last season, 
the first without a playoff bid in eight 
years, and decided to toughen his team 
for better finishes. 

“We were up a lot of times in the first 
quarter.” Indiana’s Dutch center Rik 
Smits said. “We lost a lot of games in 
the fourth quarter.” 

Bird is beloved in Indiana for NBA 
stardom as well as a 1979 run with 
Indiana Stare University, which 
reached the U.S. college finals unbeat- 
en before falling to Michigan State and 
future NBA nemesis Magic Johnson. 

Johnson, forced to retire with the 
virus that causes AIDS, spent two 
unhappy months in 1994 coaching the 
Los Angeles Lakers, going 5- 1 1 before 
quitting and saying his players lacked 
the same work ethic he had. 

“When Magic coached, he still want- 
ed to play,” Bird said. “He thought he 
was the best player on his team. I don’t 


think he was ready for that. 3 

“If he goes at it in 10 years he itegfj| 
be better. Magic wanted to play. 
still does. He’s a spur of the momen 
guy. I know exactly what I’m getting 
into.” 

Bird was forced to retire ’with the 
same back pain that limited his play, 
ing time at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics- But he was an executive 
with the Celtics and kept his eye on the 
NBA. 

“The league is a lot more watered 
down than when I played, so if ytsj 
have a star like Michael Jordan, you 
rule the league," Jordan said. 

His future rivals have as much 
respect-for Bird as his players. 

"Larry Bird is one of the great minds 
in the game.” Miami coach Pat Riley 
said. "He was an unselfish player, an 
energetic player, and he will translate 
that to the Pacers. He will be one of the 
very good coaches.” 

Ex-Celtics teammate Chris Ford, 
now coaching Milwaukee, expects 
Bird to temper expectations with real- 
ity. 

"Larry will do very well," Ford said. 
"He’s very determined and he knows 
what it takes to succeed in die NBA 
he will demand an awful lot from his 
players but he will be understanding.” 

And the man Bird replaced predicts a 
coaching fame that might rival Bird’s 
on-court heroics. 

“It will be a great run." Brown said. 
"If they can stay healthy, they will be a 
fine team. Anybody who has had the 
success Larry had has a player will 
command instant respect from the 
Pacers.” 










Eintracht Trier's Rudi Thoemmes (C) celebrates with teammates Sven Teichmann (L) 
and Thomas Richter (R) after scoring the first goal for his team during their third 
round match of the German Cup. The third division club Eintracht, who had already 
knocked out UEFA Cup champions Schalke 04 in the first round, defeated the 
European Champions Dortmund 2-1 and knowcked them out of the Cup (Reuters 
photo) 

Dortmund dismissed from Cup 


COLOGNE (AFP) — European champions 
Borussia Dortmund crashed out of the 
German Cup Tuesday when they slid to an 
embarrassing 2-1 loss at Third Division 
Eintracht Trier. 

And Bayern Munich defeated 
Kaiserslautern 2-1 in the only other German 
Cup match. Dortmund, having a miserable 
season under former Parma boss Nevio 
Scala. found themselves 2-0 down against 
their unheralded opponents after Rudi 
Thoemms crashed home a 30-yard drive 
after 37 minutes before Marek Czakon 
bagged the second from the penalty spot 
five minutes after the break. 

And although experienced defender 
Jurgen Kohler pulled one back with a head- 
er from an Andreas Moeller comer kick 
after 53 minutes, it was not enough to save 
the star-studded visitors before a delirious 
18,000 crowd. 

Dortmund pressed hard in the final half 
hour but never looked capable of equalis- 
ing. 

Trier, bidding for promotion to the second 
division and who now move into the quar- 
ter-finals, had put out UEFA Cup winners 
Schalke in the previous round. 

“As professional footballers we were on a 


hiding to nothing here,” said Dortmund’s 
sporting director and former coach Ottraar 
Hitzfeld ruefully. 

With Dortmund just 1 4th in the table, they 
risk not qualifying for Euopre next season 
unless they retain the Champions Cup, a tall 
order given their current form. 

They currently lie second in their group 
after losing at Scala’s old club Pa rma. 

Bayern achieved both their goals from 
two gross mistakes by keeper Andreas 
Reinke who stood by and watched a third 
minute Christian Nerlinger disrance shot fly 
past him into the net On the second occa- 
sion, Reinke charged out of the area in tbe 
77th minute, slipped and swung his boot 
above the loose ball. Bayern’s attackers 
swooped and Carsten Jancker smashed tbe 
ball into an impossible comer of the net 
with a 20 metre swipe. “It was a terrible 
mistake” coach Otto Rehagel said. ‘That 
really shouldn’t be allowed to happen.” 
Kaiserslautern’s only goal came from the 
boot of Swiss international Criaco Sforza in 
the 25th minute. 
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Molby back at Swansea 


SWANSEA (AFP) ■ — Jan Molby. sacked as Swansea 
manager a month ago, is set to return to the struggling ' 
club as a player. The former Liverpool and Denmark mid- ! 
fielder was dismissed from the Welsh club after a disas- 
trous run of results left Swansea foundering near the bot- 
tom of division three. But the club retained Molby’s reg- 
istration as a player which meant they were still honour- 
ing his contract, which had 18 months to run. Molby was 
expected to meet later Wednesday new Swansea boss 
Alan Cork who took over last week when former Fulham 
boss Micky Adams resigned after just under two weeks, 
citing lack of funds for new players for his departure. 

KJnkladze in hospital 

LONDON (AFP) — Manchester City’s talented midfield- 
er G corgi KJnkladze was in hospital on Tuesday night fol- 
lowing a crash in his Ferrari on a motorway near Man- 
chester Airport. The Georgian midfielder was treated by 
ambulance staff at the scene for cuts to his back before 
being taken to Wynthenshawe Hospital in south Man- 
chester, a Greater Manchester Ambulance Service spokes- 
woman said. Kink I adze signed from Dinamo Tbilisi for 
£2 million in August 1995 and has shown artistry, vision, 
control and confidence in an otherwise mediocre team. 

Manchester give Johnsen a break 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Ronny Johnsen is to take a 
complete rest in the hope of being fit for Manchester Unit- 
ed’s next European Champions’ League match against 
Feyenoord in Holland. The Norwegian defender has com- 
pleted only two matches for the Premiership leaders this 
season due to a niggling calf injury and manager Alex 
Ferguson believes a break from training is the best cure. 
But United’s defensive problems, which meant Ferguson 
had to give 19-year-old John Curtis his debut in last Sat- 
urday's 7-0 victory over Barnsley, look set to ease with 
Henning Berg set for a possible return this weekend 
Johnsen ’s compatriot, who has missed the last two match- 
es with a thigh problem, is expected to be fit to face 

Top tackier out with neck injury 

BUFFALO (AFP) — Chris Spielman, a nine-year Ameri- 
can football veteran who shares leading tackier honors for 
the Buffalo Bills, is out for the season with a herniated 
neck disc. Spielman had complained of numbness the past 
few weeks but appeared in ail eight games for the Bills. 
He made eight tackles and assisted on two others in a 23- 
20 over-time loss to Denver. His 97 stops match line- 
backer Damien Covington for team top honors. Spielman, 
32, set a Bills record and personal high with 206 tackles 
last season. 


World Cup qualifiers 

U.S. confident 


Williams denies Senna 


Harbaugh out after punching Kelly 

INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — Indianapolis quarterback Jim j 
Harbaugh was placed on the injured list here Tuesday 
after he broke a bone in his hand taking a swing at an 
American football television commentator. Harbaugh 
punched Jim Kelly, the former Super Bowl quarterback 
for the Buffalo Bills, over the weekend. Harbaugh was 
angiy over being called a baby by Kelly, who said Har- 
baugh over-dramatised his injuries. Harbaugh will lose 
. $147,058 for every week he does not play for the winless 
I Colts. 

Munich seal services of Linke 

GELSENKIRCHEN (AFP) — Bayern Munich sealed the 
services of Schalke 04 defender Thomas Linke, who is on 
the fringe of the German squad, for the 1998/99 season. 
The 27-year-old central defender has played at the current 
UEFA Cup champions from Gelsenkirchen since 1992 
and his contract expires at the end of June next year. 

Hamann moves to Neuchatel 

MUNICH (AFP) — Munich 1860 defender Matthias 
I H amann has moved to Swiss club Neuchatel after losing 
confidence in 1860 coach Werner Lorant. Hamann, whose 
brother Dietmar plays for rivals Bayern Munich, has been 
at I860 since 1995. 

Campomaiorense coach sacked 

LISBON (AFP) — Campomaiorense officials have 
sacked coach Bernardino Pedroto following poor results 
which leave the club second-from-botiom in the Por- 
tuguese championship with just five points in seven 
matches. The decision comes after Campomaiorense s 
elimination from the Portuguese Cup last weekend 
against Barreirense. a modest second division club. 
Pedroto is the fourth Portuguese coach to be sacked this 
season after Manuel Jose (Benfica), Rudolfo Reis (Leca) 
y and Bulgarian Stoichko Mladenov (Belenensesl. 

l 

Schumacher heads for army 

COLOGNE (AFP) — Raif Schumacher, yotmger brother 
of double world champion Michael, is getting ready to 
swap his driver's overalls for the uniform of the Luftwaffe 
with military service beckoning. Schumacher junior is 
obliged to serve with the country's armed forces for ten 
months as Germany retains a policy of conscription for its 
young men. The 22-year-old will serve in a resent air- 
force regiment at Porz-Wahn near Cologne. During his 
service, Schumacher will have to live on rather less than 
his half million dollar annual salary which he receives 
from the Jordan-Peugeoi team. A reenut can expect only 
3 basic 400 marks ($228 ) a month. 

C~ CAR FOR SALfc: . ” 

DUTY UNPAID 1990 BMW 320 1 A 

Excellent condition, automatic, air-conditioned, 
power steering, electric windows and side mir- 
rors, radio and cassette player, grey metallic, 
67,000 km, good price. 

Contact: Mr. Shimizu : . * 

V 672486/7 (office) or 816141 (res.).^/ 


for Mexico trip steering column break 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The United Slates enters 
Sunday’s World Cup quali- 
fying match at unbeaten 
Mexico in desperate need of 
at least a draw to enhance 
hopes of advancing to 
France next year. 

“We feel our backs are 
against the wall" U.S. 
coach Steve Sampson said. 
“There’s also a sense that if 
the Mexico match does not 
work out perfectly that we 
have two more matches that 
are equally if not more 
important.’’ 

CONCACAF (Confedera- 
tion of North, Central 
American and Caribbean 
Association Football) quali- 
fying is paced by Mexico, 
which will advance barring 
three final losses by amaz- 
ing margins. 

Jamaica drew the U.S. 
team 1-1 at Washington ear- 
lier this month and now 
ranks second with 12 
points, two more than the 
U.S. team that has one extra 
game to play. 

El Salvador is fourth at 
nine points, one more than 
Costa Rica, with Canada 
last at six points. 

The U.S. team must 
recover from the disap- 
pointment of being drawn 
by Jamaica. 

“The response from the 
Jamaica match has been 
good. They are focused" 
Sampson said. 


High altitude training has 
been part of U.S. prepara- 
tions for Mexico, but little 
can make the U.S. players 
ready for a crowd of 
120,000 people on the Day 
of the Dead holiday in Mex- 
ico. 

“Before the whole thing 
started we counted Jamaica 
as three points, just like we 
counted Mexico as zero 
points" U.S. starter Tab 
Ramos said. “We just lost 
two points at home. Now 
we go to a place where no 
one expects us to win, but 
we don’t write ourselves 
off. This is a good chance to 
get our confidence back." 

Although Sampson said 
earlier he is worried Mexico 
will not send a full -strength 
team to its qualifier at 
Jamaica next month, he 
does not expect the Mexi- 
cans to relax against the 
U.S. team once coached by 
Mexican boss Bora Miluti- 
novic. 

“The last thing Bora 
wants is to give the United 
States the result they want 
in front of 120,000 people,” 
Sampson said. “We know 
they will come at us with 
everything. 

“Mexico is a well bal- 
anced team. We have to 
play an intelligent match. 
We must always have cover 
behind. Our defensive con- 
centration has to be very 
tight.’’ 


IMOLA (AFP) — Frank Williams told a court on Wednes- 
day that his team did not believe Ayrton Senna's steering 
column broke before his fatal crash in 1994, but admitted 
he had doubts about the unit. 

Williams, accompanied by technical director Patrick 
Head and Formula One designer Adrian Newey, made his 
first appearance in the eight-month maJ into Senna’s crash 
at the San Marino Grand Prix. 

The three men, along with three race officials, are all fac- 
ing manslaughter charges, although only Williams himself 
answered the questions from state prosecutor Maurizio Pas- 
sari ni. 

Passarini. who believes the Brazilian world champion’s 
steering column failed as he headed into the high-speed 
Tamburello bend, asked Williams about the team’s own 
investigations. 

“We were looking for as much fact as possible.” Williams 
said. “We were anxious to see as much television as we 
could. 

“After examination of the tele me try, and a lot of simula- 
tion. we as a company formed the opinion that the steering 
column did not break.” 

In the early days after the incident, Williams said the team 
considered various explanations: “Was it the steering col- 
umn. was it a tyre, was it the suspension, was it the driver, 
was it this, was it that?" 

Wiliams did not advance a theory for the cause of the 
accident, but acknowledged that changes were made to the 
steering column after the tragic events on May 1. 

“1 remember that all the remaining cars were checked. 
They were okay... even though they were okay, we decided 
to change the columns and make different versions.” 

Asked why. he replied: ’To remove any doubts about 
integrity." 

Questioned whether he had doubts about Senna’s column, 
Williams said: "Absolutely. Yes. we had doubts, that’s why 
we’re here today, hying to find out what happened." 

Williams, who arrived late morning for the session, forc- 
ing a temporary postponement, was quizzed by Passarini 
over why the changes were made to Senna's steering col- 
umn. 

“Ayrton wanted more room in the cockpit and it was 
decided to change this," Wiliams said. “When it was decid- 
ed, I don’t remember. There would have been communica- 
tion with the relevant people. 


“1 can’t be accurate or specific because I do not follow, 
and never have done, every operation on a day-to-day 
basis." 

Asked who was responsible for making the changes, he 
said: “I don’t know the exact answer to that. Many people 
would have been involved. 

“After every' practice session. Senna made three or four 
pages of recommendations to make the car go faster. I 
remember he was not happy about the amount of space, but 
there were many other things he wanted to change. 

“He also wanted a very large steering wheel, it was one of 
his trademarks... he said. 

Rejecting a judgement by Passarini on Senna’s opinion of 
the car, Williams said: “The driver did not say he could not 
drive the car, he said ‘I’d like more space because I will be 
less tired in the second half of the race.’ 

Passarini also tried to grill Williams over the 40 percent 
metal fatigue which his team’s own experts had discovered 
in Senna's steering column. 

Acknlowedging them, Williams then added: “But I'm 
certain that the plane I arrived in yesterday had cracks in it." 

Pressed over what he would have done had Williams had 
known about the scale of metal fatigue in Senna’s column, 
the Englishman re-stated an earlier position that he was not 
responsible for technical issues. 

And he added: “The quickest way to cause accidents in 
Formula One is to involve non-experts like you and me in 
technical decisions." 

The trial adjourned early afternoon and was due to re- 
start later in the day. 

The session started with Head and Newey exercising their 
right not to ask answer questions. 

Newey’s lawyers then repeated an argument they had put 
at the very start of the trial, back on February 20. namely 
that Newey had been interviewed in the wake of Senna’s 
crash as a witness — not as an accused. 

His lawyers argued that his evidence cannot therefore be 
admitted because he was not repre^nted by a lawyer and 
was answering questions on a coitipletely different under- 
standing. 

The three race officials have also denied the charges, say- 
ing the track was in line with the FlA’s regulations. 

The trial, which opened on February, is the first to see a 
Formula One team facing such charges. 


Raoux shows Rios the 
exit at Paris Indoor 

PARIS (AFP) — Defend- when he made his first 
frig champion Thomas appearance in the event last 
EnqvisL denied the -fiP Vi- - -y ear. -will -be a serious blow 
miTTt " to ’ his'bid to reach the elite 
moved into the third round eight-pl fryer 'ertd-of-season 


match on the centre-court, 
moved into the third round 
of the $2.5 million Paris 
Indoor Open on Wednesday 
when he defeated German 
qualifier David Prinosil in 
straight-sets. 

But ninth-seeded Marcelo 
Rios of Chile crashed in 
three sets in his first match 
to French Davis Cup player 
Guillaume Raoux. 

Raoux now plays either 
seventh-seeded Spaniard 
Sergi Bruguera or Marc 
Goe liner of Germany while 
Enqvist faces the winner of 
the second-round match 
between second-seed 
Michael Chang of the Unit- 
ed States and Magnus 
Gustafsson of Sweden. 

The 27-year-old Raoux, 
who first hit the headlines 
in this tournament as a 
giantkiller in 1990 when he 
put out Pete Sampras 
before going on to reach the 
quarter-finals, completed 
his win in just over two 
hours in front of the enthu- 
siastic fans who 24 hours 
earlier had cheered four 
other French players — 
Cedric Pioline, Nicolas 
Escude, Arnaud Clement 
and Fabrics Santoro — to 
victories. 

The defeat of the 21-year- 
old South American left- 
hander who also lost in his 
first match to Petr Korda 

Marlins 

celebrate 

title 

MIAMI (AFP) — Three 
parades a cross South Florida 
were conducted here Tues- 
day as the region celebrated 
the Florida Marlins victory 
in the World Series and its 
first major sport champions 
since 1974. 

Wild crowds of cheering 
fans clad in teal and black 
took part in ticker tape 
parades in (he aftermath of a 
seventh-game triumph over 
the Cleveland Indians as the 
Marlins won in only then- 
fifth season of existence. 

The loudest ovations were 
for rookie pitcher Li van 
Hernandez, the Cuban 
defector who won Most 
Valuable Players in both the 
National League finals and 
World Series. 


ATP Championships in 
Hanover next month. 

He is scheduled to play in 
his home tournament iu 
Santiago next week. 

So far only Pete Sampras, 
Michael Chang and Patrick 
Rafter are certain of play- 
ing in Hanover. 

“Obviously I’m disap- 
pointed by this defeat," said 
Rios who had been hoping 
to clinch a berth in Ger- 
many this week. 

“The draw looked good 
for me here and I like to 
play in Paris — although I 
knew it would be tough 
playing a French player. 

“1 haven't been feeling 
great this week and I didn't 
manage to adapt to the 
indoor surface properly. He 
played good — but I didn't 
play my top tennis." 

Enqvist, seeded 15, 
chalked up his 7-5, 6-1 vic- 
tory in 63 minutes in front 
of a handful of spectators 
on the side-court — the 
organisers needing to use 
both of the annex courts 
because of the day’s heavy 
schedule of eleven singles. 


No excuses 
from 

Schumacher 

MARANELLO, Italy (AFP) 

— Michael .Schumacher was 
unrepentant on — Tuesday, 
when he admitted making a 
mistake at the European 
Grand Prix but denied trying 
to knock Jacques ViUeneuve 
out of the race. 

The Ferrari driver also 
claimed the incident on the 
48th lap at Jerez on Sunday, 
when he tried to stop Vil- 
leneuve overtaking, has been 
blown out of all proportion 
by the press. 

Villeneuve went on to win 
the world title while Schu- 
macher’s car ended up in the 
gravel, after die German 
swerved into the bend and 
made contact with the Cana- 
dian's Williams car on the 
inside. 

But the former double 
world champion was making 
no apologies here at Ferrari's 
headquarters, and the sport's 
ruling body, the International 
Automobile Federation 
(FLA), can expect more of 
the same when they inter- 
view him about the incident 
on November 1 1 in Paris. 

•It’s not fair for people to 
say that I tried to knock Vil- 
leneuve ont of the race. I was 
just doing everything I could 
to win. but 1 made a mistake 

— which was not to have 
closed the door on him soon- 
er. 

“I want to go to Paris and 
explain what really hap- 
paned." 


Tearful Baresi plays last game 


MILAN (AFP) — Fire- 
works, lasers and soccer 
stars of the pasr decade all 
came out here, as AC 
Milan’s legendary defender 
Franco Baresi played a tear- 
ful last game-tnr Tuesday 
night. 

Baresi, who ended a 20- 
season career last summer to 
become an AC Milan vice- 
president, guided his team to 
an emotional 5-1 victory in 
the testimonial before 
50,000 fans at San Siro. 

Baresi led a “Milan 87/97” 
side which included the 
famous Dutch trio of the late 
1980s and early 1990s — 
Frank Rijkaard, Marco Van 
Basten and Ruud Gullit — 
along with Roberto Baggio, 
George Weah and current 
Parma coach Carlo Ancelot- 
ti. 

Managing the side from 
the dugout were Fabio 
Capello and Arrigo Sacchi. 

Facing them was an “All 
Star” team including 
Romario, Careca, Zico, 
Gianluca ViaJJi, Baresi ’s 
brother Giuseppe, Ray 
Wilkins, Mark Hateley, 
Emilio Butragueno and 
Jean-Pierre Papin. 

The All-Stars then opened 
the scoring in the 18th 
minute with Fernando Hier- 
ro. 

But Baresi, who had never 
shown the poacher’s instinct 
when playing for real, 
slammed home Angelo 
Colombo's miscued shot 
from a dozen yards to make 
it 1-1 in the 34th minute. 

Milan took a 4Sth minute 
lead through George Weah, 



Franco Baresi waves to fans at tbe end of a friendly 
match between an All-Star team and AC Milan in 
Milan. (Reuters photo.) 


Gianluigi Lentini made it 3- 
1 three minutes later and 
Baggio added the fourth 
before Weah tapped his sec- 
ond of the night inro an 
empty net 

■I’d like to thank all the 
players for having come 
here tonighr,” Baresi said. 
“And to thank all the fans 
for the affection they have 
shown me over the years. 
Thank you, and that comes 
from the bean." 

His face creasing up. 


Baresi struggled with the 
tears as he completed an 
emotional lap of honour 
after coming off in the final 
minutes. 

Though the attention was 
all for the famed No. 6, the 
proceeds are all for charity. 
Ticket sales, estimated at 
$750,000, will go to 
UNICEF, while an auction 
of players’ autographed 
shirts will go to victims of 
the recent earthquakes in 
central Italy. 
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Exclusive Agent: Ahmed Al Mashal & Co.(Sanabel) 

Branches: Swelftyeh-Tel. 859364 Shmeisanl 
Housing Bank Center-Tel. 673092/672927 Jabal AI Husseln-Tel. 673078 


FURNISHED APARTMENT \ 
FOR RENT 

Located In a quiet neighbourhood In Urn Uthelna. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully equipped 
kitchen, maid’s room with separate bathroom, verandas, 
garden, private garage, central heating, extra water tank 
and telephone. : 

Sx Please call 5531861, 5513963 /? 


Fully Furnished Super Deluxe Apartment 
- Part Of A Villa For Rent - 

Consists of two bedrooms (one of them master), two 
bathrooms, living room, salon, dining room, kitchen, 
electrical appliances, telephone, separate central 
heating, separate entrance, garden and parking lot for 
two cars. Location: Off Madina SL, behind the Jollibee. 

For further information please call 5528277 or 5525550. 


JOB OPPORTUNE 

An international company bajed in 
Amman is looking for an Office 
Assistant to help with the day-to-day 
running of a busy office. 

Applicants should be educated to 
degree level, have an excellent 
command of written and spoken English 
and be computer literate, particulary 
Word for Windows. Familiarity with 
office procedures Is an advantage. 

Suitable candidates, please send CV to: 

PO Box 5476 - Amman 
or fax to 551 6100 
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Israeli minister apologises 
for Kufor Kassem massacre 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Moshe Kaisav apologised to 
the residents of the Arab vil- 
lage of Kufor Kassem on 
Wednesday for the Israeli 
army's massacre of 49 of its 
residents in 1956. 

Welcomed by a protesting 
crowd yelling “Go home.” 
Mr. Kaisav said those who 
were shot by Israeli soldiers 
were innocent as they did not 
know a curfew hid been 
imposed on the village after 
the breakout of the war of 
attrition with Egyp L 

“I came to identify with 
you, to offer respect and to 
say that those who fell were 


innocent and we are dis- 
tressed and sorry,” said Mr. 
Kaisav, who is also advisor 
for Arab affairs to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

But Mr. Kaisav could not 
promise the residents of the 
village in Galilee, northern 
Israel, drat the dead would be 
classified by the government 
as victims of war. thereby 
ensuring their families would 
be compensated. — 

“The event happened dur- 
ing the beginning-years of the 
establishment of Israel,” Mr. 
Katsav told Israel Radio after 
his visiL 

“My visit had one goaL to 


offer respect to the fallen.” 

Israeli soldiers shot down 
49 of the residents returning 
from work in the fields who 
did not know that the army 
had clamped a curfew on 
Arab villages following the 
outbreak of wan 

Mahmoud Freij told Israel 
Radio he was 24 at the time 
and was injured in the shoot- 
ing. 

“I remember they shot at us 
and said it was a waste of bul- 
lets and they should shoot us 
in the heads,” Mr. Freij said, 
not saying how he was 
injured. “I laid down until it 
was all finished and then I 
went back to the village.” 


U.S. wants Israeli-Palestinian 
talks by next week — PNA 


RAM ALLAH (AFP) — 
The U.S. wants a vital 
round of Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations which have 
been delayed by Israel to be 
held by the beginning of 
next week, the top 
Palestinian negotiator said 
Wednesday. 

Negotiator Saeb Erakat 
told journalists that he had 
been contacted by U.S. spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross to 
discuss the talks, which had 
been due to begin in 
Washington on Monday. 

“Ross said [U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine] 
Albright wants the meeting 
to take place at the begin- 
ning of next week at the lat- 
est” Mir. Erakat said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

expressed impatience 
Tuesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu who delayed the 
high-level talks by refusing 
to discuss the two issues 
which top its agenda, 
agreed upon a month ago. 

The talks, to be held 


between Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy and 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas and medi- 
ated by Ms. Albright, were 
to focus on Palestinian 
demands for a halt in Jewish 
settlement construction and 
implementation of Israeli 
troop withdrawals in the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Erakat said imple- 
mentation of the first two 
stages of the scheduled 
three-stage troop redeploy- 
ments was a “red line for us. 
There is no credibility for 
the negotiations of the 
whole peace process with- 
out it.” 

In an agreement on 
Hebron signed in January. 
Mr. Netanyahu committed 
to conducting the first two 
stages of the withdrawal 
from parts of the West Bank 
earlier this year, but they 
never took place. 

“Even if Netanyahu hates 
the Oslo accords [signed by 
his Labour predecessors], 
we tell him, ‘he signed the 


Hebron agreement and he 
should implement it\" Mr. 
Erakat said. 

He called on the U.S. to 
force Israel to go ahead with 
the redeployments, pointing 
to guarantees given by for- 
mer Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher in the 
January agreement 

“This is first and foremost 
an American responsibility. 
If agreements with 
American guarantees is not 
respected, how can we 
expect any agreements to be 
implemented in the future?” 
he said. 

PNA negotiator Erakat 
insisted the Washington 
talks must deal with “all the 
issues,” including the rede- 
ployments and Palestinian 
demands backed by the U.S. 
that Mr. Netanyahu call a 
halt in settlement building 
to allow negotiations to 
move forward. 

Israel has said the talks 
must deal only with security 
issues. 


Israel opens parts of Hebron 
street amidst wide displeasure 


HEBRON (AP) — Israel 
Wednesday partially 

reopened Shuhada Street, a 
thoroughfare that had been 
a flashpoint of violence 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

But even though the street 
was beautified with $2.5 
milli on in U.S. aid, almost 
no one was pleased. 

Jewish settlers com- 
plained that they were being 
put at risk by Palestinian 
traffic, and the Palestinians 
demanded that Israel open 
all of Shuhada Street 
(Martyrs’ Street) MS, at 
once. 

Shuhada Street had been 
closed since the February 
1994 mosque massacre in 
which 29 Muslim wor- 
shipers were shot to death 
by Baruch Goldstein, a 
Jewish settler and immi- 
grant physician from New 
York City. 

As part of the Hebron 
agreement that cleared the 
way for Israel's withdrawal 
from 80 per cent of the city 
in January, the U.S. govern- 
ment spent $2.5 milli on OD; 
prettying up the street — ■’ 
more than twice initial esti- 
mates. 

The road was paved, brick 
sidewalks put in, a median 
strip with palm trees was 
built There are also 
wrought-iron posts, 

turquoise trash cans and 

olive metal awnings. 

But that hasn’t impressed 


Hebron's 500 Jewish set- 
tlers who fear that 
Palestinian traffic will 
increase the possibility of a 
terrorist attack with drive- 
by shootings aimed at 
Jewish settlement units 
overlooking the street or 
suicide car bomb attacks. 

T have never seen a palm 
street protect a child walk- 
ing down the road,” said 
David Wilder, spokesman 
for the small, extremist 
Jewish community in the 
city. 

Israeli school children, 
some bussed in from other 
West Bank settlements, 
marched along the street 
singing and waving large 
Israeli flags while 
Palestinians watched from 
apartment windows. 

Two teenaged Israelis 
protesting the opening held 
up a sign saying “keep the 
enemy out.” 

As part of the gradual 
opening, the Israeli military 
governor of Hebron, Baruch 
Najar, on Wednesday 
allowed Palestinian civilian 
traffic to use a 400-metre 
segment of the street. 

“We are opening it in 
stages. If the first stage goes 
well, without trouble, we 
will open the rest of the 
street," said Governor 
Najar. 

Israeli officials said 
Palestinian municipal vehi- 
cles can now use all of the 
roadway while civilian 


vehicles can go from the 
Palestinian National 
Authority-controlled area to 
the central market. Buses 
and taxis will be allowed in 
after a few days if quiet pre- 
vails. 

A sign posted on Shuhada 
Street said only authorised 
vehicles would be permitted 
and soldiers questioned all 
drivers. 

The step-by-step 

approach was rejected by 
the Palestinians, and U.S. 
officials did not show up to 
celebrate the partial open- 
ing, either. 

“We talked with the 
Israelis and Palestinians, 
and agreed on no ceremo- 
ny,” said Duncan Machines, 
spokesman for the U.S. mis- 
sion in Israel- “It’s open, but 
it’s just a partial opening." 

Mustafa Natsheh, the 
Palestinian mayor of the 
city of 130,000, accused 
Israel of keeping tensions 
high by failing to open the 
street fully for Palestinians 
while imposing no limits on 
settlers. 

“We totally reject the par- 
tial opening of the street,” 
he said. “The street must be 
opened without any restric- 
tions.” 

Adel, a Palestinian who 
lives on the street, com- 
plained that many of the 
stores remained closed, and 
the street was full of heavi- 
ly armed Israeli troops and 
settlers there. 


Russia to protect Gazprom from 
U.S. over Iran deal — Nemtsov 


MOSCOW i AFP) — Russia 
will protect its giant 
Gazprom Corporation from 
any U.S. moves to punish its 
decision to develop Iran's 
Southern Pars gas field, 
Russian Fust Deputy Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov 
warned Wednesday. 

“We reject all attempts to 
influence Russia's Gazprom, 
and we will protect it” said 
Mr. Nemtsov, a leading pro- 
market figure in Russia’s 


reform-minded government 

The Southern Pars project 
“strengthens Gazprom’s 
position not only on the 
Asian market but also on the 
world market” said Mr. 
Nemtsov, who is also energy 
minister. 

“The Americans always 
stand for free trade but now 
they are trying to limit it” he 
said referring to the U.S. Iran 
and Libya Sanctions Act 
which calls for sanctions 


against firms doing business 
with the two countries. 

Two weeks ago the State 
Department said it was inves- 
tigating a planned Wall Street 
bond offering by Gazprom 
because of the Russian firm’s 
business links with Iran. 

Washington has also threat- 
ened oil group Total with 
sanctions after the French 
firm and a Malaysian partner 
signed a $2 billion contract to 
pimp gas from Iran. 



South African President Nelson Mandela kisses the hand of a Libyan girl Wednesday during a red carpet welcome 
by Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi in the city of Zuwara. President Mandela, who arrived in Libya for the sec- 
ond time in a week, presented Col. Qadhafi with Sooth Africa's highest award, the Order of Good Hope (AFP 
photo) 

Britain calls on U.N., others to 
examine Scottish legal system 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— Britain on Tuesday 
asked UN. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan to 
send envoys to Scotland so 
they could evaluate the 
legal system that would try 
two Libyan suspects 
accused of blowing up a 
Pan- Am airliner over 
Lockerbie in 1988. 

British Ambassador Sir 
John Weston followed up 
on a formal announcement 
from Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook who said the 
United Nations, the 
Organisation of African 
Unity and the Arab League 
were all asked to send 
high-level representatives 
to Scotland to examine the 
fairness of the judiciary. 

Mr. Weston said he asked 
Mr. Annan to send two 
envoys before the end of 
the year to visit a Scottish 
prison and court facilities 
and to discuss trial 
arrangements. 

Libya has refused to 
hand over to Britain and 
the United States two 
alleged intelligence agents 
indicted in both countries 
for the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am airliner over the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie 
in which 270 people died. 

But Libya, under U.N. 
air, arms and diplomatic 
sanctions, has received 
considerable support from 
African and Arab nations 
for its proposal to send the 
suspects for trial to a third 
country but with Scottish 
judges. 

Other punitive measures 
imposed on Libya include 
an arms embargo and a ban 
on importing equipment 
for the oil industry. 

Most recently. South 


African President Nelson 
Mandela said justice could 
not “seen to be done” if a 
country was complainant, 
prosecutor and judge at the 
same time. He visited 
Libya on his way to a 
Commonwealth confer- 
ence and is currently head- 
ed back there. 

Asked about the timi ng 
of the offer, Mr. Weston 
said the Lockerbie contro- 
versy bad been raised at a 
special Security Council 
ministerial meeting on 
Africa in September with 
the implication by some 
speakers that Scottish jus- 
tice was biased. 

He said the British gov- 
ernment was anxious to 
show it was doing every- 
thing possible to meet 
claims “that somehow 
there was something unfair 
or prejudiced about 
Scottish justice.” 

In September, 

Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe, Salim 
Ahmad Salim, the secre- 
tary-general of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. and Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said it was time to 
find a solution to the sanc- 
tions. 

But Mr. Weston said 
there was no change in 
Britain's demand that there 
could only be a trial if 
Libya gave up the two sus- 
pects for trial in Scotland. 

Libya has defied the air 
embargo several times, 
sending Libyans by air to 
perform the Muslim pil- 
grimage to Mecca. Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
has also flown to Egypt 
and Chad for meetings. 


Mandela bestows 
award on Qadhafi 


ZUWARAH (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
bestowed South Africa’s 
highest award on Colonel 
Muammer Qadhafi here on 
Wednesday but also called 
publicly for moderation from 
the firebrand Libyan leader. 

In a brief speech at a stadi- 
um in ibis Mediterranean 
town halfway between the 
Libya-Tunisian border and 
the Libyan capital Tripoli Mr. 
Mandela did nor make any 
direct reference to the 
Lockerbie crisis between 
Libya and the West. 

But he called on all coun- 
tries to support the efforts of 
the United Nations. 

Libya has been under a 
UN. arms and air embargo 
since 1992 for its refusal to 
hand over for trial two 
Libyans suspected of blowing 
up a Pan Am jumbo jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988, 
killing 270 people. 

Me Mandela, during a visit 
to Tripoli last week, called for 
a lifting of the sanctions 
imposed on Libya and said 
the Lockerbie case should be 
handled by an international 
tribunal and not the British or 
U.S. legal system — a view 
shared by the Organisation of 
African Unity and the Arab 
League. 

“We have creared a body, 
the UN., that is doing a mag- 
nificent job,” Me Mandela 
said here Wednesday before 
bestowing South Africa’s 
highest award, the Order of 
Good Hope, on Col. Qadhafi. 


Tt calls upon all its mem- 
bers to settle their differences 
by peaceful means and this 
means that leaders must 
spread the message of peace 
in the whole world, especially 
in developing countries," Mr. 
Mandela said. 

“And they must, whatever 
their positions are on certain 
issues, be moderate and get 
together peacefully to reduce 
tension and violence," he said. 

He said he was presenting 
Col. Qadhafi with the order of 
good hope to thank him for 
his role in forging friendship 
between the South African 
and Libyan peoples and 
Libya's backing for the strug- 
gle against apartheid. 

In comments directed at 
Col. Qadhafi. the South 
African president added: Tt is 
important to understand the 
importance of moderation in 
longing. I'm confident that 
my brother leader will hear 
my heartfelt advice." 

Mr. Mandela, who dis- 
cussed the Lockerbie case at 
the Commonwealth summit 
in Edinburgh before coming 
here by road from Tunisia, 
met privately with Col. 
Qadhafi for only about 10 
minutes. 

At a press conference fol- 
lowing Mr. Mandela’s depar- 
ture, Col. Qadhafi said: “I 
accept the advice from 
President Mandela but I want 
to tell him that we are facing 
the attempts of certain imperi- 
alist countries to impose their 
hegemony." 


Russian foreign 
minister raises 
hostage issue in 
Yemen 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, meeting 
Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in Amman 
on Tuesday, sought informa- 
tion about four Russians 
being held hostage by a 
Yemeni tribe, Interfax said. 

According to a Russian 
Foreign Ministry press 
report, “President Saleh 
assured him that the Yemeni 
authorities will adopt addi- 
tional measures to have the 
Russians freed within the 
next few days " 

The Russian minister, tour- 
ing the Middle East, thanked 
Me Saleh for his promised 
assistance, which will 
“undoubtedly be duly appre- 
ciated in Moscow,” the 
report says. 

Ml Primakov also 
inquired about tire case of a 
Russian businessman who 
was stranded at the Russian 
embassy in Sanaa and barred 
by the Yemeni authorities 
from leaving tire country 
because of charges of finan- 
cial impropriety he faces. 


With Rabin anniversary looming, 
Israelis expecting more killings 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
politicians and academics 
warned Wednesday of the 
potential for new political 
assassination just as the coun- 
try prepares for the two-year 
anniversary of the murder of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

An opinion poll released 
Wednesday by Israel Radio 
ahead of the Nov. 4 anniver- 
sary of Rabin’s slaying found 
that Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu was considered the 
most likely public figure to be 
assassinated today. 

Yossi Sand, leader of the 
fiercely secular left-wing 
Meretz Party, was number two 
on die list and Rabin's succes- 
sor as Labour prime minister. 
Shimon Peres, third, accord- 
ing to the survey carried out 
for the radio by Panaroma 
Marketing. 

Commenting on the poll 
Ml Sand said that although 
the right-wing extremist who 
shot Rabin is serving a life 
sentence in jafl, right-wing 
politicians who fuelled anti- 
govemment incitement before 
the murder stfll wander free. 

‘There are tens of thousands 
of citizens who don’t respect 
this democracy and one of 


them is sure to stand up again 
one day and do the same 
tiring,” Mr. Sand told Israel 
Radio. 

“Rabin's murder did not pre- 
vent another assassination, it 
encouraged one,” said Mr. 
Sarid, whose party was a 
member of the Rabin govern- 
ment which signed the Oslo 
peace accords with the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation between 1993 
and 1994- 

. Rabin’s assassin, Yigal 
Amir, said he acted to halt the 
government’s policy of granti- 
ng autonomy to Palestinians in 
territory claimed part of Israel 
by religious Jews. 

Mr. Sarid said the survey 
results broadcast Wednesday 
represent “something new for 
Netanyahu.” 

“Netanyahu no doubt played 
a role in worsening the atmos- 
phere against Rabin before his 
murder, and now he is one of 
the ones threatened.” he said. 

Although Mr. Netanyahu 
has effectively halted the 
implementation of the Oslo 
peace accords, many right- 
wing Israelis have expressed 
anger at his agreement to with- 
draw troops in January from 


part of the West Bank city of 
Hebron and to consider the 
transfer of other territory to 
Palestinian rule. 

Left-wing groups have also 
been escalating demonstra- 
tions against Mr. Netanyahu in 
recent days, calling on him to 
resign to save the country 
from war as his right- wing 
policies have deadlocked the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

Science Minister Michael 
Eitan warned Mr. Netanyahu 
during a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday about alleged left- 
wing incitement against the 
prime minister that could lead 
to attempts on his life. 

Nahum Ben- Yehuda, a soci- 
ology professor at Jerusalem's 
Hebrew University, said 
recent developments and 
Wednesday's poll results 
showed that two years after 
Rabin's assassination, the 
tragedy had failed to stem the 
likelihood of new political 
violence. 

Many right-wing extremists 
concluded that the murder’s 
apparent success in halting the 
peace process “proves that 
violence pays off” he added. 



Judge frees blind 
driver after miracle 

ROME t'R) — An Italian 
judge has dismissed fraud 
charges against a registered 
blind man with a drivers 
licence after he claimed he 
had been miraculously cured 
at the Roman Catholic shrine 
at Lourdes in south-west 
France. The 29-year-old 
man. whose name was with- 
held. was freed by a court in 
the central town of Perugia, 
after he said he had regained 
his sight during a visit to 
Lourdes, die Uniia newspa- 
per reponed on Tuesday. The 
man. who was employed as a 
telephonist under a state pro- 
gramme to help the blind, 
said he had made a special 
trip to Lourdes on December 
13. the feast day of Saint 
Lucia, the patron saint of the 
blind. 

Spy hole for ‘client 
safety,’ says owner 

BERGISCH GLADBACH 
(AFP) — A spy hole allow- 
ing a German shop owner to 
secretly watch clients using 
his tanning studio was only a 
“security measure” to make 
sure they didn't faint the 
peeping proprietor explained 
to authorities after being 
caught. His undoing came in 
the shape of a 24-year-old 
woman using the studio who, 
after puzzling over why there 
would be a mirror in the 
room, came back armed with 
a screwdriver. A few minutes 
later she discovered that the 
minor was in fact, a one-way 
glass with a small hole 
allowing a perfect view of 
the room — and the occu- 
pant 

Hitler watercolour 
sells for $7,300 

BR1GG ( AFP) — A water- 
colour painting believed to 
have been painted by Adolf 
Hitler in 1916 was sold to an 
anonymous buyer for S7J00 
at an auction here Tuesday. 
The panting, signed “A. 
Hitler." reached five times its 
estimated value. “We had a 
lot of interest” said Robert 
Hornet salesroom manager 
for auctioneers Dickinson 
Davy and Markham. ‘There 
is really no way to value this 
sort of thing.” he said. The 
painting, which was put on 
the market by an anonymous 
seller in southeast Britain, 
shows the Belgian town of 
Ypres after its bombardment 
in World War I. 

London arch could 
be used to house 
homeless 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Admiralty Arch, one of 
London’s most elegant build- 
ings. could be used to pro- 
vide shelter for homeless 
people this winter, the gov- 
ernment said Tuesday. Part 
of the building, which lies 
between Trafalgar Square 
and The Mall, will be offered 
to a charity for the homeless 
to provide temporary accom- 
modation for up to 60 people 
who would otherwise be liv- 
ing rough. A planning appli- 
cation has been submitted 
and if successful it is hoped 
the shelter could be ready in 
time for December. 

Wartime memoirs 
book wins Leutaud 
Literary Prize 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
writer Francois Tiribaux on 
Wednesday won the 13* 
Annual Paul Leautaud 
Literary Prize for his novel 
“Notre Dame Des Ombres" 
recounting the wartime 
memories of a child whose 
father was executed for his 
work in the Fitncb 
Resistance. The novel has 
been widely acclaimed tee 
for its sensitivity and its rid) 
writing style. It is set in 
southwestern France dming 
World War II when the 
young hero's father wj 
leader of an underground 
resistance group called No® 
Dame Des Ombres 
Lady of the Shadows),^ 
shot by a firing squad of#* 
Vichy " ' 




